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5 questions

1) 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ Χ όр ƳŀǊƪǎύ

нύ Iƻǿ ŦŀǊ ŘƛŘ ΧŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ 
DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ΧΚ όсύ 

оύ !ǊǊŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ Χƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ Χ 
Germany after the ... Explain 
your choices. (9)

пύ 9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘȅ ΧŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 
Χ DŜǊƳŀƴǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ΦΦΦ όуύ

рύ Iƻǿ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǿŀǎ Χƛƴ 
IƛǘƭŜǊȫǎ ΧōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ΧΚ όмнύ 
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Key Qu- 1
How successful were 

the Weimar 
government in dealing 
ǿƛǘƘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ 

problems between 
1919-1933?

You need to know about:
Å Impact of WW1 p4
Å Terms of the Treaty of 

Versailles p4
Å The Weimar Republic p5
Å Opposition to the Republic 

p6
Å Economic/political/  

foreign reform under 
Stresemann p7-8

KEY VOCAB:

4

Money 
which 

Germany 
had to pay 
the Allies 
from 1921

Reparations Weimar 
constitution

The new 
democratic 

government of 
Germany

League of 
Nations

Spartacist 
Uprising

Freikorps

Kapp 
putsch

Gustav 
Stresemann

Dawes Plan

Hyperinflation

Ex-servicemen 
from WW1

Organisation to 
keep the peace in 

the world

Communist 
revolt against the 

Weimar 
government

Chancellor of 
Germany 1923

Foreign minister 
1923-29

When the 
prices of goods 

rise 
significantly 
above wages

Right-wing 
revolt against 
the Weimar 
government

1924- $800m 
gold marks lent 

to Germany
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The new Weimar Republic
The new government decided to hold elections for a new Reichstag in January 1919. This was a time of 
serious violence on the streets of Berlin; there was an attempted communist uprising, inspired by the 
Russian revolution. It was decided, as a result, that it would be safer for the new Reichstag to meet in 
the city of Weimar. This city therefore gave its name to the new government of Germany, even after 
the Reichstag had returned to Berlin. The new constitution was created by August 1919 and was called 
the Weimar constitution. It made Germany one of the most advanced democratic countries in the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΦ !ŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ƴŜǿ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ²ŜƛƳŀǊ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎΦ

The 1919 elections in Germany revealed a divided society with several 
political parties:
German Communist Party: Skipped the election, advocating for revolution and criticizing other parties 
as too moderate.
Social Democratic Party: Largest party, supported by the working class and trade unions, promoting 
socialism and reform.
Independent Socialists: Split from the Social Democrats due to WWI opposition, many later joined the 
Communist Party.
Centre Party: Based on Roman Catholicism, supported the republic but often clashed with socialist 
ideas.
Democratic Party: Supported by the middle class, favored moderate reforms.
bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ tŀǊǘƛŜǎ: Opposed the Weimar Republic, pro-monarchy, anti-socialist, and anti-
communist, backed by wealthy landowners and industrialists.
Government Coalition: Formed by Social Democrats, Centre Party, and Democratic Party due to no 
party having a majority.
Challenges: Faced violent protests from political extremes, an unpopular Treaty of Versailles, and a 
severe economic crisis.

Impact of 
WW1 on 
Germany

Å Naval mutiny at Kiel 
and violent protests 
over Germany led to 
YŀƛǎŜǊΩǎ ŀōŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

Å ¢ƘŜ YŀƛǎŜǊΩǎ 
government had 
collapsed. Republic now 
set up.

Å Over 2 million Germans 
had died.

Å Germany was close to 
bankruptcy.

Å Serious food shortages.
Å Serious political 

divisions between left 
and right

Elect every 
7 years



War Guilt clause 231: Germany accepted blamefor 

ΨŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΦ

Army:100,000/no submarines/no aeroplanes/6 

battleships/No military allowed in Rhineland. Allies to 
occupy West bank of the Rhineland for 15 years.

Reparations: £6,600 million ςin yearly 

payments as compensation, extended by the Young Plan 
1929

Germany lost land-Alsace-Lorraine to 
France/Saar to France (15 years)/West Prussia and 

¦ǇǇŜǊ {ƛƭŜǎƛŀ ǘƻ tƻƭŀƴŘκ5ŀƴȊƛƎ ŀ ΨŦǊŜŜ ŎƛǘȅΩκDŜǊƳŀƴ 
ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ΨƳŀƴŘŀǘŜǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
Lost 10% population, 13% territory (including valuable 
coal, iron and steel production)

League of Nations set up.

Extra points- forbidden to unite with Austria. 
Estonia/Latvia and Lithuania to be independent states.

Political impact of Treaty of Versailles
Å bŜǿ ǊŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ōƭŀƳŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳƛƭƛŀǘƛƴƎ Ψ¢ǊŜŀǘȅΩΦ /ƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎƘŀƪŜ ƻŦŦ Ψstab in the backΩ 

propaganda from right-wing groups.
Å Creation of Poland was seen as a deliberate attempt to separate Germany and weaken it.
Å Germans felt bitter resentment to new republic. Army leaders blamed the government 

ΨbƻǾŜƳōŜǊ /ǊƛƳƛƴŀƭǎΩ ŦƻǊ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ armistice.
Å Waves of protest followed

Although the Treaty of Versailles was harsh, it could have been even tougher on Germany. 
Clemenceau wanted more severe terms, including permanent loss of territories like the Rhineland 
and Saarland. Alsace-Lorraine, if given the right to self-determination, likely would not have chosen to 
remain with Germany. In Allenstein, the population voted to stay part of Germany, and this was 
accepted at Versailles. 6
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The Big Three after WW1- who 
decided the Treaty of Versailles?

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ CƻǳǊǘŜŜƴ tƻƛƴǘǎ were a set of 

principles to guide peace negotiations, egNo secret treaties, Free trade, 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ CƻǳǊǘŜŜƴ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘΣ 
but the Treaty of Versailles differed from his vision. Many historians argue the 
harshness of the Treaty contributed to the economic an political instability in 
Germany which later facilitated the rise of Hitler.

Humiliation Anger at war-guilt 
clause 

Revenge 

Germany an outcast 
nation Anger of loss of land

No defence

Treaty of Versailles
(28 June 1919)
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Invasion of the Ruhr 1922 / 23
Å France invaded the industrial area of the Germany called the Ruhr in retaliation for the inability of Germany to pay the 

reparations in 1922 as they had missed a payment. 

Å They would seize the money in terms of goods, resources and machinery instead. 

Å The Weimar Government ordered passive resistance and the German workers went on strike. This meant that the French could 
not gain any raw materials as payment for the reparations but also that the Germans lost a huge amount of their profits as the 
area did not make a goods to sell. As the workers went on strike they had to be paid by the government which meant printing 
more and more money. The result was hyperinflation.

Å The French killed over 100 passive resistors and expelled 100,000 protestors out of the Ruhr region.

The Ruhr 

Hyperinflation 1923

NEED TO PAY 
REPARATIONS

+
NO MONEY  TO 

PAY WITH
=

PRINT MONEY
MONEY LOSES 

VALUE
= 

HYPERINFLATION

7

Ruhr Crisis

made    

Hyperinflation

worse 

The sudden flood of paper money into the economy combined with a weak economyruined by the war resulted in hyperinflation

Prices ran out of control - ega loaf of bread, which cost 250 marks in January 1923 had risen to 200,000 million marksin November 1923. German's currency 
became worthless.

¶Some people used money as fuel.People collected their wages in suitcases.

¶Pensioners on fixed incomes and people with savings were the most badly hit. One woman sold her house with the intention of using the money to 
live on. A few weeks later, the money wasn't even enough to buy a loaf of bread.

But remember:

¶Some people made fortunes during the crisis. One man borrowed money to buy a herd of cattle, but soon after paid back his loan by selling one cow. 
¶There was a thriving black marketduring this period for products in foreign currencies such as US Dollars which were not affected by inflation.
¶Landowners benefitted as the price of land kept up with prices

Medieval Early Modern Industrial 20th century and beyond
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Economic impact of the Treaty of Versailles

ÅGermany was left with a huge debt at the end of the First World War.
ÅThe Treaty of Versailles affected Germany's industrial output, as it lost many valuable areas where iron and coal were mined.
ÅThis made recovery and the payment of reparations even more difficult.
ÅThe government chose to borrow money instead of raising taxes to pay for the war.
ÅThis led to the printing of more banknotes, causing the currency to decline in value.
ÅInflation occurred as wages increased and prices rose, resulting in the devaluation of money.
ÅThe Allies required Germany to pay reparations of 132 billion marks or £6.6 million, payable in annual instalments.
ÅConfidence in the German currency decreased as other countries doubted Germany's ability to repay its debts.
ÅWhen the German government failed to make a reparations payment in 1922, it was not surprising to many.



The Nazis Party and the MUNICH PUTSCH 

1923- (RIGHT WING-NATIONALISTS)

What happened?
Å By 1923 the occupation of the Ruhr and the hyperinflation had created a crisis 

atmosphere in Germany. 
Å Hitler believed the moment was right to attempt to seize power by launching a 

revolution in Bavaria, in its capital Munich. 
Å IƛǘƭŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ [ǳŘŜƴŘƻǊŦŦΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ǿŀǊ ƘŜǊƻŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ у 

November 1923 Hitler and the SA surprised a meeting of the Bavarian government in 
Munich by striding into the meeting, firing a pistol into the ceiling and bullying the 
.ŀǾŀǊƛŀƴ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ IƛǘƭŜǊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΩΦ 

Å The attempted putsch quickly lost support in Munich and a march headed by Hitler and 
Ludendorff was fired on by police: 16 people were killed. Hitler and Ludendorff were put 
on trial for treason.

Å The trial was an opportunity for Hitler to make himself well known throughout Germany 
by making long speeches which were then reported in newspapers. The trial proved to 
be a superb propaganda platform for Hitler. 

Å In the end Ludendorff was acquitted, much to his disgust, and Hitler was given the 
ŎƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ р ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ƛƳǇǊƛǎƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ Lƴ [ŀƴŘǎōŜǊƎ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΣ IƛǘƭŜǊ ǳǎŜŘ 
the opportunity to write his book Mein Kampf(My Struggle) which set out his main 
ideas. 

Å His good behaviourin prison persuaded the Bavarian government to release him after 
only nine months. Hitler now had to rethink his strategy to gain power; he realisedafter 
the experience in Munich he could not just rely on violence to obtain it.
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SPARTACIST UPRISING1919        
(LEFT WING- COMMUNISTS)
Å In Jan 1919, 50,000 Spartacists rebelled in Berlin, led by the Communists Rosa 

Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht and tried to set up a Soviet form of government. 
Å The rebellion was put down quickly by the army and the Freikorps in bitter street 

fighting and both sides suffered losses. 
Å Uprising badly planned. Leaders captured and shot.
Å A further communist uprising in Berlin in 1920 was destroyed by the Freikorps.

OPPOSITION TO THE WEIMAR GOVERNMENT

FREIKORPS= ex-soldiers

KAPP PUTSCH 1920 (RIGHT WING-NATIONALISTS)
Å 12,000 Freikorps(ex-army) led by Wolfgang Kappmarched on Berlin 

because the government ordered the break up of the Freikorps.
Å Weimar government fled but the putsch did not have support. Berlin 

workers went on strike. After 4 days the government returned.
Å The leniency with which those involved in the Kapp Putsch were 

punished and the lack of full support from the army were important 
signs of weakness in the new republic. 

Who was Hitler?
ÅEarly Life: Adolf Hitler, son of an 

Austrian customs official, faced 

poverty and hardship in pre-war 

Vienna after failing to train as an artist.

ÅWorld War I Experience: Serving in 

the German army, he won the Iron 

Cross for bravery and was later 

selected for an anti-communist 

propaganda unit due to his persuasive 

speaking.

ÅPolitical Involvement: In 1919, he 

joined the German Workers' Party 

(later the Nazi Party), took control in 

1921, and aimed to overturn the 

Treaty of Versailles and unite German-

speaking people. The party was racist 

and anti-Semitic.

ÅFormation of the SA: Under Hitler's 

leadership, the Nazi Party formed a 

paramilitary unit, the SA (Brownshirts), 

led by Hermann Goering, to protect 

Nazi meetings and disrupt those of 

opponents, gaining a reputation for 

violence.
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Economic and Political reform under 
Stresemann

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƛƴ мфноΣ ƛǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻlicies of Gustav 
Stresemann. He became Chancellor of Germany for a few months in 1923 and was Foreign Minister until 1929. So successful were hispolicies that this 
ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǘƘŜ DƻƭŘŜƴ ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŜƛƳŀǊ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎΩΦ 

The crisis of 1923 was ended by the actions of a new government led by Gustav Stresemann who became Chancellor of Germany for a few 
months in 1923 and Foreign Minister until 1929Φ Iƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ƻŦ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀǎ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭƭƻǊ ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ {ǘǊŜǎŜƳŀƴƴΩǎ ΨƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ŘŀȅǎΩ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ 
decisive action:

The economy-SUCCESSES
Å 1923-Called off passive resistance in Ruhr and got workers back to work and the French 

and Belgians to leave
Å 1923-Called in worthless marks and burnt them. new currency called the Rentenmark- this 

ended hyperinflation. This was backed not by gold (as Germany did not have it) but by a 
mortgage on all industrial and agricultural land.

Å 1924- Negotiated to receive American loans under the Dawes Plan, 800 million marks. This 
reorganised reparation payments on ability to pay.

Å Renegotiated reparations payments-1929 Young Plan- reduced payments by two-thirds and 
now over 59 years

Å By 1927 German industry seemed to have recovered well. New factories being built.
Å 1928 achieved the same levels of production as before the war and became the worlds 

second greatest industrial power
Å Wages rose. Higher standards of living
Å Reparations were being paid
Å Exports were on the increase
Å Government was even able to increase welfare benefits and wages for state employees
Å When money was needed he introduced cuts in government spending, increased taxes, 

lowered wages which increased government revenue.
Å Secured $3,000m of US investment in the form of loans to banks and businesses
Å Decreased unemployment

The economy-FAILURES
Å The boom was precarious, if US loans were recalled it would cause ruin 
Å Peasant farmers were over producing 
Å Many small businesses became disillusioned 
Å Small shopkeepers saw their businesses threatened by large department stores 

Politics -SUCCESSES 
Å Became more stable . Coalition governments 

lasted longer.
Å No attempted revolutions after 1923 
Å Parties that supported the Republic did well at 

elections 

Politics -FAILURES 
Å Both the Nazis and Communists were building up their party 

organisations
Å During these stable years there were still four Chancellors 

and it was only the influence of party leaders which held 
party coalitions together 

Å Worryingly 30% of the vote went to parties opposed to the 
Republic 

Å Right wing parties were quiet rather than destroyed 
Å Parties like the Nazis made themselves more respectable 
Å Hindenburg was elected as President in 1925, he opposed 

democracy and even wrote to the Kaiser in exile for 
approval before taking up the post! 
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Improved foreign relations under Stresemann

Foreign Policy -Successes
Å StresemannȔs greatest achievements were in foreign policy 
Å 1922 signed the Treaty of Rapellowith the Soviet Union (USSR). Agreed to 

cooperate. Remarkable achievement considering how much the USSR disliked 
the Weimar Republic.

Å Repaired relations with France after the Ruhr Crisis 1923 through the Dawes 
Plan. It was agreed that in future Germany would not repay in reparations more 
than it could afford. In addition, loans, mostly from the USA, would generate 
economic growth in Germany and back up its currency, so that reparations could 
be made regularly. The French also agreed to leave the Ruhr.

Å The Locarno Agreement of 1925 ensured that France, Germany, and Belgium, 
with guarantees from Britain and Italy, would not go to war over Germany's 
western borders, securing the Rhineland's status. The agreement did not cover 
Germany's eastern front but marked Germany's acceptance as a partner in 
addressing post-Versailles issues and reduced suspicion from the Treaty of 
Rapallo. 

Å 1926 Germany was accepted into the League of Nations- Stresemann was given 
Nobel Peace Prize 

Å 1928- Kellogg-Briand Pact- renounced war as a means to settle disputes-
Germany signed up to this-more symbolic than real.

Å 1929- Dawes Plan replaced by Young Plan. Reparations reduced by two-thirds 
and spread over 59 years. France and Britain agreed to move their troops out 
of Rhineland. Stresemann died before negotiations were finished. 

Foreign Policy -FAILURES
Å Nationalists attacked Stresemann for signing Locarno, seeing it as an 

acceptance of the Treaty 
Å Communists also attacked Locarno seeing it as a plot against the Communist 

government in the USSR. 

When ŀ ƴŜǿ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мфно {ǘǊŜǎŜƳŀƴƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΦ {ǘǊŜǎŜƳŀƴƴΩǎ ŀƛƳǎ ǿŜǊŜΥ

ω ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƻǿŜǊΤ 
ω ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊŘŜƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ƻŦ ±ŜǊǎŀƛƭƭŜǎΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DŜǊƳŀƴ ƭŀƴŘ ōȅ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǘǊƻƻǇǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅof lost territory and the 
removal of the war guilt clause;
ω ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘǎΤ
ω ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ

How far did the economy recover 

under Stresemann?

Outstanding contribution 
from Stresemann- ended 
hyperinflation, ended Ruhr 
Crisis, negotiated reparations 
repayments

{ǘǊŜǎŜƳŀƴƴΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ 
improve foreign relation 
shows that European 
hostility was easing towards 
Germany- leading to increase 
in foreign trade

However- recovery was 
based on growing 
dependency of US loans-
$3,000m + Dawes/Young 
Plan for reparations 

Economic recovery brought 
stability to Germany-
extremist groups were not a 
threat in this period

Willingness of European 
countries to reduce 
reparations payments and 
allow Germany into the 
League of nations benefitted 
Germany 

Period was known as the 
ΨDƻƭŘŜƴ !ƎŜΩ
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WeimarςƴŀƳŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƎƻǾΩǘ 
formed in 1918
Constitution -
Reichstag ς
Chancellor ς

Ebert ς
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Terms of the Treaty of Versailles
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Describe how the First World war changed Germany
KappPutsch 1920
1. Who led the revolt?

2. How was it stopped?

3. What does this suggest about support for the 
²ŜƛƳŀǊ ƎƻǾΩǘΚ

Spartacist Uprising 1919
1. Who led the revolt?

2. How was it stopped?

Munich (Beer Hall) Putsch 1923
1. When did the Putsch take place?

2.  Where?

3. What happened?

What were the strengths and weaknesses of the Weimar 
constitution?

Munich (Beer Hall) Putsch 1923
How far was the Putsch a success or failure for the Nazis?

Success                          Failure

What was 
Article 48?

Strengths Weaknesses

KEY QUESTION 1-Iƻǿ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ²ŜƛƳŀǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мфмф-1933?



Key words/phrases
Ruhr -
Passive resistance ς
Hyperinflation -
Stresemann ς
Rentenmarkς
Foreign policy -

Who became President in 1925?

Describe the Ruhr Crisis

Hyperinflation 1923

List 3 key aspects of hyperinflation
Å

Å

Å

How much did a loaf of bread cost in Nov 
1923?

Who was most badly hit by hyperinflation 
and why?

Who benefitted during hyperinflation?

Stresemann and Foreign Policy
List the key features of the Locarno Treaty

When was Germany accepted into League of 
Nations?

Who disliked Stresemann's policies?

Why?

1. What did Stresemann do to solve Hyperinflation?

2. How did he sort out the situation in the Ruhr?

3. What did he do about the Reparations payments?

4. How successful was Stresemann?

What two political roles were held by 
Stresemann?

Å

Å
List 3 improvements in the economy as a 

ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ {ǘǊŜǎŜƳŀƴƴΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ

KEY QUESTION 1-Iƻǿ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ²ŜƛƳŀǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мфмф-1933?



Key Qu- 2
The Rise of the Nazi 

Party and the 
consolidation of power 
1933-34. How did the 
Nazis take control of 

power by 1934?

You need to know about:
ÅReasons for Nazi support 

p13
ÅHitler as Chancellor p14
ÅSteps to dictatorship p15-

16
ÅCreation of police state 

p17-18

KEY VOCAB:

13

the financial 
area in New 

York and where 
the Stock 

Market is where 
people buy and 
sell shares in 
companies

Wall Street Great 
Depression

businesses went 
bankrupt, people 

lost their jobs.
Crash

Chancellor Reichstag

Propaganda

Reichsrat

President

Gestapo

German 
Parliament

In October 1929 
the American 
stock market 

collapsed ςit is 
known as the 

Wall Street CrashLeader of the 
government 
(Reichstag). 
Second in 

command to the 
President.

Upper house 
of Parliament

Secret police

information, 
especially of a 

biased or 
misleading nature, 
used to promote a 
political cause or 

point of view.

Elected leader of 
a country
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Rise of the Nazi Party 1924 -29
IMPACT OF THE GREAT 
DEPRESSION ON GERMANY 
1929-33

In October 1929, the Wall Street Stock Exchange crash 
triggered a global economic crisis. Inflated share values 
in the USA led to American investors losing $400 million 
in a month. Germany, dependent on American loans, 
was severely impacted as these loans dried up, leading 
to declining exports and widespread unemployment. 
Bank failures in Austria and Germany in 1931 worsened 
the situation, hurting farmers and causing economic 
distress.

The Great Depression had a severe impact on 
Germany, causing:

1) Unemployment to soar from 900,000 in 1929 to 
nearly 6 million by 1932, leading to widespread poverty.
2) Middle-class savings to be wiped out due to bank 
failures.
3) Many people to become homeless due to inability to 
pay mortgages or rent.
4)  The Brüninggovernment cut expenditures eg
reducing benefits for the poor. Also, raised taxes
5) Growth of extreme political parties like the Nazis and 
Communists, and the decline of democracy as Brüning
increasingly relied on presidential emergency decrees to 
govern (Article 48) to pass laws as they did not have a 
majority. By having regular elections it allowed the Nazis 
to gain seats rapidly.

Brüning= Chancellor of Germany during the Depression 

Remember this from 
the USA revision guide?

1930 1931 1932

Laws through 
Article 48

5 44 66

Laws passed 
by Reichstag

98 34 5

Why did support increase for the 

Nazis?
After his release from prison Adolf Hitler had to re-establish control over the Nazi Party and reorganiseƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘȅΩǎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΥ 

ω IƛǘƭŜǊ ǿŀǎ recognisedas undisputed party leader who required complete obedience to his orders. 
ω ¢ƘŜ bŀȊƛ tŀǊǘȅ ǿŀǎ reorganisedon a regional basis with each branch (Gau) placed under the control of a party leader 
(Gauleiter).
ω ¢ƘŜ IƛǘƭŜǊ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ мфнс ǘƻ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎΦ
ω ¢ƘŜ {! ǿŀǎ reorganisedand a smaller unit, the SS, was introduced to provide personal protection for Hitler. 
ω !ƴ ŀōƭŜ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘƛǎǘΣ WƻǎŜǇƘ DƻŜōōŜƭǎΣ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ DŀǳƭŜƛǘŜǊ ƻŦ .ŜǊƭƛƴΣ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ 
ω ¢ƘŜ bŀȊƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΣ organisedby the SA, 
was still common.

In spite of all this effort, the performance of the Nazi Party in elections can only be described as disappointing. The partyonly 
won 19 seats in the Reichstag election in December 1924 and 17 in 1928.

The Wall Street Crash and subsequent Depression along with the failures of .ǊǳƴƛƴƎΩǎ
government to deal with the Depression contributed to a rapid rise in Nazi popularity and 
the Communists. In 1930 the Communist Party won 77 seats and the Nazis 107. In July 1932 
the Communists won 89 seats and the Nazis 230. By July 1932, therefore, the Nazi Party 
was the single largest party in the Reichstag.

BUT WHY DID PEOPLE VOTE FOR THE NAZIS?

Reichstag 
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Rise of the 
Nazi Party 
1929 -33

IL¢[9wΩ{ [9!59w{ILt
His speeches and personality gained the Nazis lots of 
support. He came across as somebody who could solve 
the problems. He was a powerful and inspiring speaker.
His ability to hold an audience, seize opportunities and 
exploits difficulties of the Weimar governments was key. 
He toured the country by car and aeroplane so he could 
speak in person.

RESENTFUL GERMANS
Big gains made with Germans who resented the 
unpopular Versailles settlement, suffered 
hyperinflation 1923, the depression. Enough to 
make Nazis largest single party by 1932.

NAZI TACTICS 
Nazis used threats and violence to intimidate 
political opponents and voters. SA would 
deliberately stir up trouble to make the government 
look weak but the Nazis would look strong amidst 
the chaos.
- Disrupt meetings
- Intimidate opponents
- Clashed with the Communists to show they 

could deal with the threat

WEAKNESSES OF THE WEIMAR 
GOVERNMENT
Government failed to deal with the effects of 
the Wall Street Crash and Depression. They 
raised taxes and reduced unemployment 
benefit at a time when the Germans needed 
support the most. Coalitionswere not 
effective and the emergency decree was 
constantly being used.

DIVIDED OPPOSITION
The Communist Party and the Social Democratic 
Party were hopelessly divided because of earlier 
events. Together they outnumbered the Nazis in the 
November 1932 elections 241 to 196, but they 
would not cooperate with each other.

PROMISES
Hitler promised to:
Å Destroy the treaty
Å Build up the army
Å Make Germany great again
Å Provide jobs

NAZI PROPAGANDA:
ÅTargeted Messaging: Tailored messages addressed various 
societal concerns like unemployment and national pride, 
resonating with diverse groups.
ÅUse of Modern Media: Extensive use of films, radio, posters, 
rallies and newspapers ensured wide dissemination.
ÅSimple and Repetitive: Propaganda was designed to be 
memorable and repetitive, reinforcing Nazi ideology.
ÅEmotional Appeal: Exploited fears, hopes, and prejudices, 
creating urgency and rallying support. Promised to protect 
industrialists and middle classes. Idea of Volksgemeinschaft 
όǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅύΦ
ÅScapegoatingΥ .ƭŀƳŜŘ WŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ 
problems, uniting many Germans.
ÅControl of Information: Controlled media and suppressed 
dissenting voices to ensure only the Nazi perspective was heard.
ÅSymbolism and Rituals: Used powerful symbols and grandiose 
rituals to create unity and belonging. EgSwastika
ÅCharismatic LeadershipΥ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ƻǊŀǘƻǊȅ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ 
mobilized large audiences.
ÅCrisis ExploitationΥ 9ȄǇƭƻƛǘŜŘ ²ŜƛƳŀǊ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ƛƴǎǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ 
promising order and prosperity.
ÅYouth Indoctrination: Organizations like Hitler Youth 
indoctrinated young people, ensuring long-term loyalty.
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How did Hitler become 
Chancellor in 1933?

IMPORTANT- As Nazi support 
increased as unemployment increased

IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǿ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
Hindenburg in the 1932 presidential election, coming a respectable 
ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ моΣпллΣллл ǾƻǘŜǎ ǘƻ IƛƴŘŜƴōǳǊƎΩǎ мфΣпллΣллл ǾƻǘŜǎΦ

As leader of the single largest party in the Reichstag Adolf Hitler 
had made an enormous political comeback in less than nine years. 

EXAM ADVICE

You need to be able to explain why Nazi 
support increased in this period.

The exam board might ask for a range of 
reasons or choose reasons that you need 
to consider. Make sure you know the 
impact of the Depression (p14)as this is 
critical to the rise of the Nazis.
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How did the Nazis establish a dictatorship by 
1934?

1933electioncampaigning
The1933electioncampaignwasmarkedby violenceandNaziuseof governmentpower to hinder opponents. Communistswere restrictedfrom demonstratingand
publishingnewspapers. The SAterrorized left-wing opponents,and HermannGoering,controlling most police forces,drafted 50,000 SAmembersas additional
officers. With over2 million Brownshirtsin 1933, violenceandintimidationof Naziopponentswere widespread.

STEP 1: Reichstag Fire Feb 1933
Å Themostspectaculareventof the electioncampaign,however,came

on 27 Februarywhen the Reichstagbuildingin Berlincaughtfire and
wasseverelydamaged.

Å TheNazisclaimedthat Marinus van der Lubbe,a Dutch communist,
wasresponsible.

Å Hitler seizedthe chanceto blame all left wingers for the fire and
persuadedPresidentHindenburgto issueanemergencydecreewhich
suspendedbasic rights such as freedom of speech,prevented the
CommunistParty from campaigning,closed the SocialDemocratic
tŀǊǘȅΩǎnewspapersandgavethe police(now controlledby the Nazis)
the right to arrestanyonewithout a fixed trial.

Å Once again the emergency decree element of the Weimar
constitutionplayeda keyrole in underminingthe rule of law andthe
chancesof fair andfree elections.

Although the Nazis were clearly the largest party, the campaign of intimidation and violence 
plus all the emergency measures still had not given Hitler the decisive outright majority he 
wanted. 
Hitler, however, had two advantages: 
ω IŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ŘŜŎǊŜŜǎ ǘƻ ōŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘ tŀǊǘȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
taking their seats in the Reichstag. 
ω IŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŜ tŀǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊǘȅ ǘƻ Ǝŀƛƴ ŀ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ 
the Reichstag. The Centre Party was afraid that unless it made a deal with Hitler, the 
Catholics in Germany would be threatened by the Nazis.
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STEP 2: Enabling Act March 1933
Å Hitler now used this majority to make the

Reichstagpassa new law, the EnablingAct,which
would give him the power to make lawswithout
the approvalof the Reichstagfor four years.

Å The SA and SSwere on hand to ensure that
Reichstagmembers voted IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎway in their
temporarybuilding,the KrollOperaHouse.

Å TheEnablingAct waspassedby 441votesto 94 in
March1933.

Å Fromnow on Hitler andhisministerscouldrule by
decree,using PresidentHindenburgas a rubber
stamp.

Å Theexperimentwith democracyin Germanywas
over: Hitler was to use his emergencypowers in
the next few months to crush opposition to his
rule and to ensurethat Germanybecamea one-
party state. Althoughthe vote in the Kroll Opera
House was technically legal, in reality violence,
intimidation and rule by emergencydecree had
destroyedthe Weimarconstitution.

Arguably this was the critical event during this period. It gave Hitler
absolute power to make laws, which enabled him to destroy all
opposition to his rule. This removed the Reichstagas a source of
opposition. It also marks the end of the Weimar Republic and
democracy. Germanyis now a dictatorship.

In May 1933- Hitler banned trade unions.
In July 1933- all political parties were banned- Germany was a one-party 
state.
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How did the Nazis establish a dictatorship by 1934?

STEP 3: Night of the Long Knives 
June 1934

STEP 4: Hitler becomes Fuhrer August 1934

Å The SA had played a major role in the Nazi climb to power. Its leader Ernst Röhm
ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀȊƛ tŀǊǘȅΩǎ programmeby 
nationalisingDŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎΦ 

Å Hitler had never been very interested in this and now that he was in power he was 
suspicious of the power and influence of the SA. He was also worried that Röhm
had plans to merge the German army with the SA. 

Å Not surprisingly the German generals were anxious to get rid of the SA, and Hitler 
had already decided that he needed the support of the army more than he needed 
the support of the SA. 

Å {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ŀƭƭƛŜǎΣ IŜǊƳŀƴƴ DƻŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ IŜƛƴǊƛŎƘ IƛƳƳƭŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ 
of the SS, were also very jealous of wǀƘƳΩǎinfluence and persuaded Hitler that the 
SA needed to be destroyed.

Å hƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ол WǳƴŜ мфопΣ ƻƴ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ {{ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǎǿƛŦǘƭȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
the leaders of the SA. Hundreds were murdered, including Ernst Röhm, in a brutal 
attack. Hitler took the opportunity to remove other potential rivals like General 
{ŎƘƭŜƛŎƘŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƳǳǊŘŜǊŜŘΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ Ψ¢ƘŜ bƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
[ƻƴƎ YƴƛǾŜǎΩΦ 

Å ¢ƘŜ .ǊƻǿƴǎƘƛǊǘǎ ƻǊ {! ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǿ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ IƛƳƳƭŜǊΩǎ {{Σ ǿƘƛŎƘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŜǾŜƴ 
ƳƻǊŜ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊƳȅ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ bƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
[ƻƴƎ YƴƛǾŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ IƛǘƭŜǊΦ

Å The events of 30 June 1934 sent shock waves around the world; it was now realised
that the ruthless new leadership of Germany had no qualms about murdering its 
opponents.

This destroyed all opposition to Hitler 
within the Nazi Party and gave power 
to the brutal SS. It also showed the 
rest of the world what a tyrant Hitler 
was.The army were pleased with the 
removal of the SA. This removed any 
internal Nazi Party opposition to 
Hitler.

A few months after this, in August 1934, the elderly President Hindenburg died. 
Hitler had a law passed which made him not only Chancellor but also President in the new 
single position of Führer (leader). This allowed him to become supreme commander of the 
armed forces. On 19 August all members of the armed forces had to swear a personal oath of 
allegiance to Hitler as Führer. All government officials soon had to do so as well. Hitler was to 
rule simply by issuing Führer decrees: Germany was now a total dictatorship.

This formally made Hitler the absolute ruler of Germany.This 
neutralised any sources of opposition to Hitler within the 

army.
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How did the Nazis establish a dictatorship by 1934?

Propaganda and Censorship

Nuremberg rallies held in Aug every 
year. Create a sense of power and unity. 

Large celebrations would take place

Goebbels 
controlled all 
newspapers. 

Anti-Nazi papers 
were shutdown, 
negative news 
was censored. 

Propaganda

The Nazis produced over 
1000 films and ones  The 
Eternal Jew encouraged 
anti-Jewish feelings

Goebbels controlled all 
stations and cheap 
ΨǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǊǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ 
made so 70% of homes 
had one. Hitler's 
speeches were common.  
Loudspeakers were  put 
up in streets so all could 
listen

The Nazis controlled 
all music, books and 
plays. It had to be 
pro-German

Josef Goebbels, Minister of Propaganda, used propaganda to brainwash Germany 

Propaganda focused on; the greatness of Germany, the Fuhrer cult, the Aryan Race 
ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪƛƴƎ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ŜƴŜƳȅϥǎ όŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ WŜǿǎύ

The Nazis censored everythingς
all anti-Nazi ideas were banned 
The Nazis controlled what people 
read, saw and heard ςit was part 
of their indoctrination

Censorship

1,600 newspapers were shut down 

During WW2, only positive news stories 
were shown to show Nazi successes. 

In 1933, 20,000 Jews books were burnt

Writers, film makers and artists could 
only produce pro Nazi arts

Jazz music was banned

Telling an Anti-Nazi joke was a crime, 
leading to a fine or imprisonment.

Joseph Goebbels- Minister 
for Propaganda

Think about how 
important the use of 
propaganda was for 
Hitler and the Nazis 
consolidating their 

control
19

Hitler used the 1936 
Olympics for propaganda 

purposes.

Over 17 million German men 
were conscripted into the 
German armed forces during the 
Second World War and fought a 
huge Allied coalition with 
determination and loyalty to the 
German state ςsome measure 
of the success of Nazi 
propaganda and leadership.



Creation of the Police State

Describe features of the Gestapo
Å

Å

Å

Describe features of the SS
Å

Å

Å

Describe features of the concentration camps
Å

Å

Å

Describe features of the informers
Å

Å

Å

Key words/phrases
Chancellor ς
Propaganda ς
Consolidation ς
Police State ς

What were the Nazis doing between 1924 - 1930

Hitler ςChancellor
1. When did Hitler become Chancellor?

2. How did propaganda and promises help the Nazis gain votes & Hitler to chancellor?

оΦ 5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ Ƙƻǿ bŀȊƛ ǘŀŎǘƛŎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǇƻǿŜǊ

пΦ Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘŜǎ ƘŜƭǇΚ

5. How did the Great Depression help Hitler become Chancellor?

6. Draw a cartoon strip/flow chart showing the political deals made between 
Hindenburg, Papen, Schleicherand Hitler.

KEY QUESTION 2- The Rise of the Nazi Party and the consolidation of power 1933-34. How did the Nazis take control of power by 1934?

What was the most important reason for Hitler 
becoming Chancellor and why?

How was propaganda and censorship used from 1933?



For each event add notes: Who? What? Where? When? Why? and how did it help Hitlerôs consolidation 
of power?

KEY QUESTION 2- The Rise of the Nazi Party and the consolidation of power 1933-34. How did the Nazis take control of power by 1934?

Which factor was 
the most important 

and why?



Key Qu- 3

How were the lives of 
German people 

affected by Nazi Rule 
between 1933-39?

You need to know about:
ÅEconomic control p22
ÅControl of the workers p23
ÅTreatment of women p24
ÅChildren and education p25
ÅTreatment of Jews up to 

1939 p26

KEY VOCAB:

22

Not reliant 
on anyone 
or anything 

else to 
survive

Self-
sufficiency KDF

Strength 
through Joy 
programme

RAD

Four Year Plan
Beauty of 

labour

DAF

Indoctrinate

Kristallnacht

Hitler Youth

Movement to get 
the best out of 
workers to get 
good working 
conditions in 

return

National Labour 
Service men 18-

25yrs old

DƻŜǊƛƴƎΩǎ 
economic plan to 

become self-
sufficient

Brainwash 
with Nazi 

ideals

Extra-
curricular 

activities for 
young people

German 
Labour Front

Night of the 
Broken Glass 
1938- Jewish 

shops smashed, 
Jews killed
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Nazi economy 1933 -39

23

Whenthe Nazisgainedpower they had no detailedplansfor DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎeconomicproblems. IndeedHitler wasnevermuch interestedin economicsand left it to others to work out the
detailsof what he wanted. HjalmarSchacht,the presidentof the Reichsbank,wasgiventhe task of controlling the economyfrom 1934. He wasa skilledfinancialexpert and had some
successin meetingIƛǘƭŜǊΩǎpolicydemands.

Reduce unemployment
Build up Germany army, navy 

and air force

Make Germany economically self-sufficient, so 

it did not have to rely on any other countries
3 economic 

aims:
1 2 3

How did Schacht try to achieve the aims?

Programmes included job creation schemes (similar to the New Deal 
in the USA). These programmes included building the first 

motorways(or autobahns), many of which were deliberately built 
towards the borders of France, Belgium and Poland and used by tanks 
at the start of WW2. 

National Labour Service (RAD) all men aged 18 ς25 had to do 6 
months national labour such as digging ditches, planting trees. They 
ǿŜǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ΨǇƻŎƪŜǘ ƳƻƴŜȅΩ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŘƎƛƴƎΦ

The Nazis had also destroyed the trade union movement which was 

replaced by a Nazi-controlled German LabourFront (DAF) 
headed by Dr Ley. This made sure not only that workers were 
disciplined but also that wages were kept low.

These programmes included conservation, house building, railway 
extensions and the building of the Reich Chancellery in Berlin. 
Conscription into the army and public works programmes was 
introduced. 

After 1936, the second 4 year Plan was overseen by Goering, it 
emphasised manufacturing weapons, heavy industry and autarky 
(self-sufficiency). This plan was not successful as by 1939 Germany 
was still importing 1/3 of raw materials.

Economic policy was so successful that from 1932 ς1938 
unemployment went from 5 ½ million to a situation where Germany 
was short of workers.

This reduced unemployment was achieved by:

Spending money on public works such as building houses, schools, hospitals and motorways (Autobahnen). 
The National LabourService provided jobs on public works for men aged between 18 and 25 on very low pay. 
From 1935 it was compulsory for all men aged 18ς25 to serve in the National LabourService for six months.

Conscripting hundreds of thousands of young Germans into the armed services.

Manipulating the figures so that unemployed Jewish people were not counted; neither were women who 
were forced to leave their jobs. Part-time workers were counted as fully employed.

Drafting hundreds of thousands of workers into factories to produce weapons of war, aircraft, guns and 
ǘŀƴƪǎΦ tǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǿŀǊ ŘǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ bŀȊƛΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ

The reduction in unemployment and increase in productivity was not accompanied by a rise in the standard of 
living of the workers. In fact prices went up, as did the hours of work. Wages struggled to keep up with prices and 
as a percentage of national income they actually declined. This meant that workers had less money to spend:
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There was an almost total absence of strikes in Nazi Germany. Trade unions had been banned in 1933 and were replaced by the German LabourFront (DAF) headed by Dr Ley. This had total 
control over industrial workers, not only setting levels of pay but also regulating working hours. All workers had to join the German LabourFront and there were penalties for workers who 
disobeyed its orders.

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

It should be 
remembered, however, that many firms were expected to make these 
improvements at the expense of its workers who had to do the painting, cleaning 
and building after normal working hours and for no additional reward.Threats of 
dismissal or the concentration camp faced those who did not help.

Å
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Despite German women gaining the vote after the First World War, most political parties in the Weimar Republic agreed that the main role of a woman was at 
home, looking after the family. Hitler and the Nazis strongly agreed with this. In a speech to Nazi women in 1934, Hitler said tƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŀǎ ΨƘŜǊ 
ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƘƻƳŜΩΦ

Å Women were expected to play a supporting rolewithin a family unit.
Å ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ bŀȊƛǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΩ ǘƘŜ bŀȊƛǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

training. 
Å IƛǘƭŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ мфоп ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŀǎ ΨƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ 

ƘƻƳŜΩΦ о YΩǎ- Children, Church, Kitchen.
Å They were expected to dress traditionally ςlong hair, traditional clothing styles and no make 

up.
Å bŀȊƛ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ rewarded women with medals for having families of 4 or more 

(Gold medal for 8, Silver for 6, Bronze for 4. If you had 10 then Hitler would be Godfather to 
your 10th child) and the government gave womentax breaks.

Å Education other than that which supported a domestic role was not encouraged beyond 16. 
Å Many intelligent, educated, urban living women found this new situation stifling and lacking 

in opportunities.  If women were employed by the state ςwomen doctors, civil servants and 
teachers were sacked from their jobs. Women were dismissed from the professions and 
banned from serving as judges on the grounds that they lacked logical thought.

Å The Law for the Encouragement of marriage 1933 meant newly married couples were given an 
interest free loan of 1000 marks if the woman gave up her job. The loan would be reduced by 
25% for each child born.

Å From 1933-39 the number of births per 1000 women rose from 58.9 to 84.8.

Å Taking women out of employment certainly reduced the unemployment figures and was an 
ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŜŦŦŜŎǘ ƛƴ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ 
unemployment but the number of working women had actually increased by 1938. The onset of 
war in 1939 created a renewed demand for women workers, so much so that their wage rates 
started to increase. 

Å Birth control was banned and infertile couples were forced to divorce

Å While many women accepted the changes those who opposed the Nazis were sent to female 
prison camps;
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New curriculum:
Å Maths questions promoted messages of war and getting 

rid of minorities
Å History focused on the Nazi Party
Å Geography focused on the þGreater Germanyÿ
Å Biology focused on recognising the Aryan race

New resources
Å History books were rewritten without German defeats
Å Story books were written warning children of the 

dangers of the Jews.

Boys were educated to be soldiers, girls educated to be mothers.  
They had separate timetables.
Lots of PE lessons for everyone to keep everyone fit and healthy for 
their new roles.
Teachers had to join the Nazi Teachersü Association or lose their jobs.
Jewish pupils were persecuted in lessons.  They had to leave German 
schools in 1938.
Lessons would start with a salute.

EDUCATION

Standards of education in all three categories proved inadequate compared with 
the established state grammar schools. The numbers involved were very small and 
confidential Ministry of Education reports revealed that achievements were 
disappointing.

HITLER YOUTH
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IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ŀƴǘƛ-Semitism (hatred of the Jews) was extreme. He and his fellow Nazis saw the Jews as not merely an inferior race buta major threat to Germany and part of a world conspiracy 
ǘƻ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΦ Lƴ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ƛƴ мфмуΣ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǎƳΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ƻf the Weimar Republic and all the political ideas Hitler 
detested, like democracy, pacifism and international cooperation.

Stage 1- Piecemeal discrimination 1933-35
The SA had always targeted Jews and after Hitler came to power in 1933 it organisedΣ ƻƴ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ƻǊŘŜǊǎΣ ŀ ōƻȅŎƻǘǘ ƻŦ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǎƘƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ 
businesses. 

A law passed on 7 April 1933 also banned Jews from having jobs in the civil service, the universities, the teaching profession 
and the judiciary. 
However, after this initial outburst of Nazi anti-Semitic behaviour, Hitler became more cautious because:
ω ¢ƘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {! ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōŀŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ bŀȊƛǎ ŀōǊƻŀŘΦ 
ω ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅŎƻǘǘ ƻŦ WŜǿƛǎƘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ fragile 
recovery in 1933. 
ω tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ IƛƴŘŜƴōǳǊƎ ǿŀǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴǘƛ-Semitic policies. As a result Hitler bided his time and ended the boycott temporarily

Stage 2- Systematic discrimination 1935-39
.ȅ мфорΣ IƛƴŘŜƴōǳǊƎ ƘŀŘ ŘƛŜŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ {! ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻƴƎ YƴƛǾŜǎ ǎƻ less chance of 
bad publicity. Anti-Semitic propaganda had been successful in German society 1934-5.

As a result the Nuremberg Laws were passed in September 1935Φ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƭŀǿǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘŜŘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ WŜǿǎΥ 
ω WŜǿǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǇǊƛǾŜŘ ƻŦ DŜǊƳŀƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ όǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜΣ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜΣ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜΣ ŜǘŎΦύΦ
ω aŀǊǊƛŀƎŜǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ WŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƴ-Jews were banned and made a criminal offence punishable by imprisonment. 

Boycotts of Jewish shops, now organisedby the SS, became more common, as did anti-Semitic road signs on the outskirts of towns and 
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎΣ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΣ ΨWŜǿǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƘŜǊŜΩΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻƴ WŜǿƛǎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ Iermann 
Goering implemented the Four Year Plan for the German economy. All properties worth more than 5,000 marks owned by Jews had to be 
ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎƻƭŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ !ƭƭ WŜǿǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ŀ ƴŀƳŜ ΨLǎǊŀŜƭΩ ƻǊ Ψ{ŀǊŀƘΩ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘname by 1 
January 1939.

Kristallnacht Nov 1938 (Night of the Broken Glass)-
Å Jewish student killed a Nazi in Paris after the deportation of his parents from Germany.
Å bŀȊƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎǳǎŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ WŜǿǎΦ !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ тΣрлл WŜǿƛǎƘ ǎƘƻǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘΣ мфм ǎȅƴŀƎƻƎǳŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōǳǊƴŜŘ. Death 

toll in the hundreds with 30,000 Jewish men arrested and sent to concentration camps.
Å Jews were fined 1 billion marks as punishment. Further laws banned Jews from going to cinemas, theatres and swimming pools. Jewish 

children excluded from schools and universities. Removal of Jews from economic life continued- not allowed to work. In next 12 months 
115,000 Jews fled Germany.

Å Fierce reaction to Kristallnacht abroad. True nature of the Nazis had been revealed. In Jan 1939 Hitler said if war broke outit would lead 
to the annihilation of the Jewish race in Europe. 

Further legislation followed the 
Nuremberg Laws:
1936
October:Jewish teachers are banned from 
working in state schools.

1938
July:Jewish doctors are banned from treating 
non-Jewish patients.
August:All Jewish men are forced to change 
their first name to Israel and all women to 
Sara.
October:All Jewish owned property must be 
given away to non-Jews.
October:All Jewish passports must be 
ǎǘŀƳǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ΨWΩΦ



Key words/phrases
Autarky -
RAD ς
Volksgemeinschaft ς
Motherhood Cross (Mutterkreuz) ς

Nazi economicpolicy
1. Who was responsible for the Nazi economic policy?

2. Describe the National Labour Service (RAD)

3. How were men recruited into RAD?

4. List four types of public works completed by this 
programme.

Å

Å

Å

Å

6. Goering oversaw the second 4 year plan but what did it 
focus on?

7.  What impact did this have on unemployment in Germany?

Nazi social policy - Workers
What Nazi organisation replaced Trade Unions?

!ƭƭ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎΧ
List the benefits from
A) KDF Strength Through Joy
Å

Å

Å

Å

B) Beauty of Labour
Å

Å

Å

Å

Was life better for workers under 
the Nazis?

Yes

NO

Nazi social policy ς
Women & the family

What role were women expected to take?

How were women rewarded for motherhood?

What state jobs were women sacked from?

How far was this change accepted by women?

5ŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ bŀȊƛ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ΨŦŀƳƛƭȅΩ

What rules about marriage were introduced by 
the Nuremberg Laws of 1935?

What incentives were there for couples to 
marry?

KEY QUESTION 3- How were the lives of German people affected by Nazi Rule between 1933-39?



Young People in Nazi Germany (Boys)

List 4 activities young people (boys) would have been 
doing on youth camps.
Å

Å

Å

Å

Choose 2 and explain why these activities were 
considered important.

Describe what boys were taught in school and explain 
why.

Young People in Nazi Germany (Girls)
What was the name of the Nazi youth organisation for 
girls?

List 4 activities young people (girls) would have been 
doing on youth camps.
Å

Å

Å

Å

Choose 2 and explain why these activities were 
considered important.

Describe what girls were taught in school and explain 
why.

Nazi treatment of Jewish people up to 1939
Ψ¢ƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ bŀȊƛǎΦΩ 

Statement from the Nazi Minister of Education 
(Bernhard Rust) in 1934. 

Key word : Define
Anti-Semitism ς
Boycott ς

What did Hitler order German people to boycott in 1933 (he was 
criticised and disliked by Hindenburg for doing this so?

In 1933 what types of jobs and professions were Jewish people 
banned from?

List the 3 main aspects of the Nuremberg Laws of 1935 which 
impacted Jewish people.

Å

Å

Å

Describe what happened on Kristallnacht (Night of Broken Glass) 
on 9th November 1938.

What name were all Jewish people ordered to add to their names 
by 1st January 1939.

KEY QUESTION 3- How were the lives of German people affected by Nazi Rule between 1933-39?

What were the main features of Nazi education?



Key Qu- 4

Why did life change for 
the German people 
during the Second 

World War?

You need to know about:
ÅChanging conditions on 

Home Front p30-31
ÅOpposition to Nazis p32
ÅTreatment of Jews 1939-45 

p33
Å Impact of defeat p34-35

KEY VOCAB:

30

Lightening 
war tactics 
used by the 

Nazis for 
swift victory

Blitzkrieg
Rationing

Limits on 
food and 
suppliesHome front 

Opposition
Final 

Solution

Ghettos

Holocaust

Nuremberg 
war trials

De-
nazification

Decided at 
Wannsee 

Conference 1941 
to exterminate 
Jews using gas 

chambers

When war 
affects civilians 

in their 
country

People who 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ 

Name given to 
the period of 
time when 
Jews were 

persecuted by 
the Nazis

Process of 
removing Nazi 

ideas from 
Germany

Temporary 
walled off 

areas for Jews 
1939-41

Where trials took 
place for Nazi 
war criminals
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BACKGROUND TO WW2
Å September 1939 when Germany made an 

agreement with the Soviet Union to divide 
up Poland. 

Å When the German Army failed to 
withdraw from Poland, Britain and France 
declared war.

Å 1940 saw the German Army capture 
Denmark and Norway in the east, the 
Netherlands, Belgium and France in the 
West with ease using their new military 
tactic of blitzkrieg ςa devastating 
combined air and tank attack against 
which Britain and France had no defence. 

Å By the summer of 1940 only Britain 
remained at war with Germany. 

Å 1941 was a turning point in the war. 
Germany invaded the Soviet Union in the 
summer, but after early success found it 
difficult to fight through the Russian 
winter and faced increasingly stiff 
resistance.

Å There were also serious setbacks in North 
Africa where the British Army was being 
reinforced by newly-arrived troops from 
the USA. 

Å After this Germany was constantly on the 
defensive, losing ground in the Soviet 
Union, being pushed out of North Africa, 
being attacked through Italy and from a 
new Allied front opened upon D-Day in 
1944 in northern France. 

Å By early 1945 the Soviet Army had entered 
Germany from the east and the other 
Allied forces had entered Germany from 
the West. The remnants of the German 
Army and the VolksturmόtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ IƻƳŜ 
Guard) failed to hold back this invasion.

Å Hitler killed himself on 30th April 1945 
and the unconditional surrender of the 
German armed forces was signed on 7th 
May 1945.
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Despite the power and influence of the Nazi propaganda machine and the apparatus of the police state, there was limited and unsuccessful resistance to the Nazi regime. It should not be 
forgotten that over 14,000 Germans were sentenced to death in the courts for political offences and thousands more political opponents ended up in concentration camps.

Opposition from the church- Dietrich Bonhoeffer

At a time when many Church leaders in Germany actively supported or at best failed to oppose the 

Nazis, Bonhoefferôs Christian faith led him to act against the Nazis, resulting in his death in a 

concentration camp a few days before the defeat of Germany.

Bonhoeffer was placed in solitary confinement, given stinking blankets, with no soap and water or clean 

clothes. The guards were forbidden to talk to him and he was fed on dry bread thrown onto the cell floor 

through a slit in the door. 

Some Protestants tried to oppose the Nazis. Martin Niemollerset up the Confessional Church.  He 

was sent to a concentration camp for 7 years and kept in solitary confinement.

There was little effective opposition from the church.

Edelweiss Pirates
ÅYoung girls and boys.

ÅAnti-Hitler Youth

ÅSome even sheltered army deserters and 

attacked Nazi officials and Hitler Youth members. 

ÅMany leaders of this group were arrested and 

hanged publicly in 1944.

Swing Kids
ÅMiddle-class youths

ÅWanted to dance and listen to 

swing music which was banned 

under Nazis

ÅRebelled by listening to Jazz, 

being friends with Jews.

White Rose Group
ÅStudents at University of Munich

ÅLed by Hans and Sophie Scholl

Å1943 led a demonstration against the Nazis 

in Munich.

ÅArrested by Gestapo for giving out anti-Nazi 

leaflets

ÅTortured and hanged

Opposition from Military 

Potentially, however, the most serious opposition could have come from within 
DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ŀǊƳŜŘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ !ŘƻƭŦ 
Hitler was complicated. Although many regarded him as an upstart, they were 
grateful to him for the elimination of the SA in 1934 and most were enthusiastic 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻŦ ǊŜŀǊƳŀƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǘȅ ƻŦ 
Versailles. Army officers were also bound by an oath of obedience to the 
Führer, an oath required from 1934. To break the oath was a matter of honour
and most senior officers had scruples about doing so, although later few had 
moral scruples about involvement in Nazi war crimes.

1943-!ǊƳȅ DǊƻǳǇ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ƛƴ wǳǎǎƛŀ Ǉǳǘ ōƻƳōǎ ƻƴ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ŀƛǊŎǊŀŦǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ 
to detonate.

July 1944- a planned coup in .ŜǊƭƛƴ ƻƴŎŜ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘΦ Claus von 
Stauffenbergcarried the bomb in a briefcase and placed it on the floor while he 
left to make a phone-call. The bomb exploded killing four men in the hut. 
Hitler's right arm was badly injured but he survived ǘƘŜ ōƻƳō ōƭŀǎǘΦ IƛǘƭŜǊΩǎ 
revenge swift- 200 members of plot executed. Many hanged slowly from meat 
hooks with piano wire and filmed for Hitler to watch over again. 

KreisauCircle

The KreisauCircle was an extensive resistance network of paramilitary fighters and informants 

in Germany.

In 1943 they managed to partially infiltrate the SS Paranormal military headquarters

Stauffebergin the July bomb plot 1944 was a member of the Kreisaucircle.

Red Orchestra

Å A small group of people who opposed the Nazis, about 100 in number. In 

Berlin.

Å Often couples (man and wife team e.gMildred and ArvidHarnack) but 40% 

of the group were intellectual women

Å They operated form around 1933 but after 1942 their opposition was sought 

out by the Nazis and many of the leaders were executed

Å Gathered intelligence, recorded Nazi war crimes, produced and distributed 

leaflets with a strong ant-Nazi message

Å The Naziôs believed they were a Communist group which, because their 

activities were so secret even the Allied Secret service believed the same 

and after the war labelled survivors as Cold War spies.
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Stage 3: 1939 ς41 Ghettos

When World War Two started Jewish 
people in land taken over by the Nazis 
became targets. Einsatzgruppenwere 
set up to follow the German army into 
new territory to kill  Polish Jews, clergy 
and officials.

There was mass transportation of Jews 
into Ghettosςsmall areas of towns and 
cities. All Jewish people from that town 
and the surrounding countryside were 
forced to live there in overcrowded and 
unsanitary conditions. Conditions 
became so bad that disease and 
epidemics spread quickly.

Nazis then used these conditions as 
propaganda by filming them to show 
that Jewish people were in the eyes of 
the Nazis ΨuntermenschΩ όǎǳō-human).

When Poland was invaded in 1939, Hitler had agreed to the formation of special action squads (Einsatzgruppen) made up of SS and police units who would follow the advancing German 
armies and take responsibility for security in the newly captured areas. In practice, this meant the murder of senior Polish officers, Polish clergy as well as Polish Jews. Thousands were 
executed in a matter of weeks and, although some German army officers protested, the majority either assisted or looked the other way. 

Stage 4: 1941 ς45 ¢ƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘ όŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨCƛƴŀƭ {ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΩ 
by the Nazis).

The invasion of the USSR 1941 led to a change in policy.Mass killings of Jews, irrespective of age and 

sex, took place in the wake of the advancing German armies. In September 1941 in the Babi Yarravine, just 
outside the city of Kiev, 33,771 Jewish men, women and children were shot dead and covered in quicklime 
by the local Einsatzgruppen.

In Jan 1942 there was a meeting at Wannsee in Germany between senior SS officers. Little evidence 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨIƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΩ ƻǊ ΨCƛƴŀƭ 
{ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ vǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΩΦ с ŘŜŀǘƘ ŎŀƳǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ tƻƭŀƴŘ- Auschwitz-Birkenau was the 
biggest. 

This lead to the killing of 6 million Jewish people by 1945 and approximately 1 million others ςpolitical 
ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎΣ tǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ²ŀǊΣ wƻƳŀ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ WŜƘƻǾŀƘΩǎ 
Witnesses.

Concentration camps had existed since 1933, but only after 1941 were death camps used to murder 

systematically Jewish people.  After experiments with several methods, gassing was the system adopted.

The camps where most Jews were killed were at Auschwitz-Birkenau, Treblinka, Sobibor, 
Belzec, Chelmnoand Majdanek. One extermination camp at Birkenau may have been responsible for 
1.1 million Jewish deaths. In all it has been estimated that 6 million European Jews were murdered. This 
ƘƻǊǊƛŦƛŎ ƎŜƴƻŎƛŘŜ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΩΦ

Arrival at the camps: Jewish people divided into who was fit to work and who was not. Those fit to 
work were forced to work hard in workshops, factories, farms, producing food and weapons for Germany 
while being fed as little as possible. They died from starvation, diseases and cruel medical experiments by 
Nazi doctors. Those not fit to work were sent to the gas chambers to be killed. Most gas chambers looked 
like showers, so many Jewish people did not know what was happening until the poisonous gases were in 
the air. Their bodies were burned in ovens or dumped in mass graves. 

The Holocaust ended when invading Russian soldiers from the East and American / British soldiers from the 
West discovered the camps which had been abandoned as they advanced with many inmates alive or dead 
left behind.  

Wannsee
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Historical knowledge What impact did this have? (How 
did it affect Germany?)

Lives of German 
people (inc death 
toll)

Å 3.6 million died
Å 11 m homeless refugees- many moving from Nazi 

occupied Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary.
Å Condition of bombed cities was appalling, sub-standard 

housing.

Å Poor diet leading to starvation as German 
people were reliant on food supplies from 
Allied armies.

Å Daily calorie intake reduced from 2000 to 
1412 in 1945-6.

Å Also impacted by high inflation and a 
shortage of most products.

Punishment of 
Germany by the 
Allies 

Å Allies (Br, Fr, USA and USSR) decided to punish Germany 
by being:

1) demilitarised- have its army taken away
2) Denazified- all Nazis removed from positions of power 

and where possible punished for their role in the war 
and re-educate the German people

3) Democratised- to have an elected government
Allies could not agree on whether Germany pay reparations. 
USA, Br and Fr did not think Ger should pay whereas USSR 
did.
Å Major Nazi war criminals were out on trial at Nuremberg 

in 1946: 12 were sentenced to death, 7 to long term 
imprisonment. Trials of Nazi guards and army officers 
continued for many years.

Å Indecision by the Allies led to out of 
control inflation which ruined the 
Germans meaning they were unable to 
afford products to live.

De-
industrialisation

Å Allies began destroying all trace of heavy industry  so 
that they could not make future armaments.

Å Led to large scale unemployment, also 
when other industries like chemical and 
electrical were destroyed.

Å Supply of food dried and there was no 
prospect of Germany paying back 
reparations.

Denazification Å This was the process of removing Nazis from positions 
of power and re-educating the German people.

Å The Nazi Party were made illegal. 
Å All Nazi propaganda removed from German schools.

Å Allies investigated over 6m Germans but 
they realised so many Germans were 
compromised by their links to the Nazis 
there was no hope in rebuilding the 
economy, police etc unless former Nazis 
were employed. 

Å By 1947 denazification had slowed down 
and by 1951 it was abandoned.



Key words/phrases
Blitzkrieg ς
Volksturmς
Total War -

Rationing
What key items were rationed?
Å

Å

Å

Describethe way life changed during WWII Home Front

a) Rationing 

a) Bombed cities

How did WW2 end?

Opposition
Describe how Martin Nemollerand Dietrich Bonhoeffer opposed the Nazis.

What was the White Rose movement?

How did the Swing Youth oppose the Nazis?

Who were the Edelweiss Pirates and how di they oppose the Nazis/

The July Bomb Plot 1944. Answer the 5Ws ςWho, What, Where, When, Why?

KEY QUESTION 4- Life in Germany during the Second World War (1939-45)



Key words/phrases
Einsatzgruppenς
Ghetto ς
Untermensch-

What were conditions like in Ghettos?

²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨCƛƴŀƭ {ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΩΚ

What is the name given to the horrific 
genocide of Jewish people?

Which other groups in society were 
persecuted by the Nazis?

The impact of defeat
When did the Nazis surrender to the Allies?

Describe the social, economic and political situation in Germany at the 
end of the war?

What was de-nazificationΩΚ

Where were the key Nazi war criminals put on trial in 1946?

KEY QUESTION 4- Life in Germany during the Second World War (1939-45)



Key Questions 5 and 6
East and West Germany after 1945

You need to know about:

Å Division of Germany and 
Emergence of two 
Germanies p39

Å Berlin Blockade and airlift 
p50

Å Economic recovery of West 
Germany p40-41

Å Control and repression in 
the East p42-43

Å Separation of Germany by 
1961 p44

Å p48-9
Å Significance of Berlin Wall 

p51
Å Military alliances p52
Å Brandt and Ostpolitik p53

37

KEY VOCAB:

Lots of skilled 
workers leaving 

East Germany for 
West Germany
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By the spring of 1945 it was clear that Germany would be defeated and the Allied powers had to decide what would happen to Germany after the war. In February 1945 the leaders of the 
USA (Roosevelt), USSR (Stalin) and Britain (Churchill) met in a conference at Yalta to decide. They then met again at Potsdamin July 1945 after Germany had surrendered. This is what they 
decided:



Medieval Early Modern Industrial 20th century and beyond

1066 1500 1750 1900 2000

Emergence of two Germanies 
after 1949

39

West Germany (The Federal Republic of Germany) 

The western powers decidedto form a new country out of their three zonesin 1949. Thiscountry would still be under

occupationbut would haveextensivepowersof self-government. A revivedWest Germaneconomywas seenas a useful

barrier againstthe spreadof communism. Thenew country would be calledthe FederalRepublicof Germany(FRG), with

Bonnasits capital.

ω A federalstructurewasadoptedto avoidanydangerof dictatorship. Thenew countrywasdividedinto elevenLänder

whichwouldbe representedin anewFederalParliamentin Bonn.

ω The Parliamentwould have two sections. A lower house called the Bundestagwould be directly elected by the

people. Theupperhousewasthe Bundesratwhichwouldcontainrepresentativesof the elevenLänder.

ω Themainpolitical leaderwould be the Chancellorwho waselectedby the Bundestag. Givenstrongerpowersthan in

the WeimarRepublic,suchasthe right to chooseministers.

ω Therewould be a Presidentwho wasto be electedfor five yearsand would only be allowedto standoncefor this

office. ThePresidentwould not beallowedto control the armedforcesandwouldhaveno power to declarea stateof

emergencyor appointanddismisschancellors. Thesewereveryimportant changesfrom the Weimarconstitution.

Official Name: Federal Republic of Germany. 
Allies united their zones in 1949 to create the FDR.

Key Leaders: Konrad Adenaur1949 ς1963. Willy 
Brandt 1969-74, Helmut Kohl 1982-1998

Political System: Democracy

Relationship with other countries: Member of 
NATO (Treaty with USA and other Western 
countries to defend each other if attacked)

Marshall Plan: Benefited from Marshall Aid, 
billions of Dollars were given to help with 
economic recovery in European democracies and 
prevent possible turn to Communism.

Economy: !ŘŜƴŀǳǊΩǎΨ9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ aƛǊŀŎƭŜΩ

мфпр ул҈ ƻŦ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ōǳǘ ōȅ 
1960 West Germany was wealthier than Britain.

The Ψ9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ aƛǊŀŎƭŜΩ ǿŀǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ōȅΧ
Å Introduction of the Deutschmark ςa new 

currency which ended the Black Market.
Å Getting rid of price control on goods
Å Cutting taxes
Å Marshall Aid lent FRG billions of dollars
Å Worked hard and invested in high quality 

products ςe.gBMW

Trade: Became a member of the European Coal 
and Steel Community which encouraged closer ties 
with other countries and created a common 
market for coal and steel.
Became a member of the EEC ςCommon Market. 
The aim was to bring peace and common economic 
policies between European countries

Individual Rights: Freedom of speech and 
movement.

West Germany ( FRG)
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East Germany (The German Democratic Republic)

Meanwhile, the USSRmade arrangementsfor its zone in the east to becomea separatecountry which was called the

GermanDemocraticRepublic(GDR). The USSRset up a one-party communiststate there in 1949, led by Walter Ulbricht

leader of the SocialistUnity Party (SED). This party was made up of Germancommunistsof the KPDwho had been

imprisonedby the Nazisandreleasedby the Allies,aswell ascommunistswho hadreturned from exile in the SovietUnion.

EastBerlinwasthe newcapital.

Therewere regularelectionsto the EastGermanparliament,the Volkskammer, and SEDcandidatesregularlywon 99%of

the votes. All governmentdecisionswere taken by the {95Ωǎcentral committee, the Politburo. Localgovernmentwas

brought under direct control of the central governmentby abolishingthe 5 Länderand replacingthem with 14 districts,

knownasBezirke.

Opponentsof the newgovernmentwerearrestedandimprisoned. OldNaziconcentrationcampswerebroughtbackinto use

for political prisoners. It hasbeen estimatedthat at this time 120,000 people were put into these camps,over a third of

whomdied.

Twoverydifferent politicalsystemshadbeensetup in the dividedGermany: a communist,one-party statein the East(GDR),

anda federal,democraticstatewith anelectedChancellor,PresidentandParliamentin the west(FRG).

East Germany ( GDR)

Official Name: German Democratic 
Republic

Leaders: 1949 ς1971 Walter Ulbricht

1971 ς1989 Erich Honecker

Political System: Dictatorship. 

Some other political parties allowed but the 
Communist Party held all the power.

Relationship with other countries: Member 
of Warsaw Pact (Treaty with USSR and other 
Communist powers to defend each other if 
attacked)

Marshall Plan: Refused to accept Marshall 
Aid. East Germany never fully rebuilt.

Economy: State controlled the economy, set 
ǿƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ ǿŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǎƻ 
food shortages were common, for example 
bananas and oranges were luxuries.

Trade:Many East Germans crossed to the 
West and proclaimed themselves refugees. By 
1961 of the 17.5 million residents in East 
Germany, 2.6 had moved to west Germany 
taking their trade skills with them. This had a 
serious impact on the East German economy 
and was one of the reasons why the wall  in 
Berlin was built and movements eventually 
restricted.

Individual Rights: Free speech was not tolerated 
and arts etc were strictly controlled.

The Stasisecret police arrested anyone who 
opposed the regime.
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Tensions between the Western Allies and the USSR increased after WWII as the USSR dominated Eastern Europe and installed communist governments without free elections, which Stalin 
viewed as necessary for Soviet security. In 1946, Churchill famously described an "Iron Curtain" dividing Europe, symbolizingSoviet control over Eastern Europe. By 1948, most Eastern 
European countries were under communist regimes, except for Yugoslavia, which remained independent. Distrust deepened with the WŜǎǘŜǊƴ !ƭƭƛŜǎΩ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀǘƻƳƛŎ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
disagreements over Germany's future. The U.S. responded with the Truman Doctrine and Marshall Plan to contain Soviet influence, leading to heightened Cold War tensions, particularly in 
Berlin.

The Berlin 
Blockade 

1948
{ǘŀƭƛƴΩǎfearsabout the
Marshall Plan and
about the Allied
decisionto introducea
new currency in the
western zones
prompted his decision
to blockadeBerlin.

Stalin retaliated by 
cutting off all roads 
and trains into W 
Berlin for 11 months in 
1948. He hoped to 
force the US, Britain 
and France out of the 
city. 

However he 
underestimated the 
determination of 
Truman and his allies 
to keep an Allied 
presence in Berlin. 

The Berlin Airlift 
The Allies organisedan airlift to supply West Berliners with food, fuel and other essential supplies for the population of 2.4 million. A flight left bases in 
West Germany every 30 seconds to Berlin. The worst moment for the west Berliners came in January 1949 when supplies of coal were down to one 
week and food to three weeks.

West Berliners had to suffer near-famine conditions but most were not tempted into the eastern zone with promises of food and fuel. In the end only 2 
per cent of the population of west Berlin was tempted to leave.

But the supplies kept coming: 278,000 flights in all, carrying 2.3 million tons of supplies at a cost of more than $200 million. Tens of thousands of 
Berliners helped to build a new airport at Tegelto reduce congestion at the other two Berlin airports.

West Berliners came under great pressure to become part of a single city communist government. Instead a clear majority supported the airlift and the 
city council moved to West Berlin. Many students and teachers from Berlin University in the eastern zone set up the new Free University in West Berlin.

Consequences of the 
Berlin Blockade
Stalin, realisingthat the blockade was not working 
and not wanting to risk a full-scale war, called it off 
on 12 May 1949. The results were significant not 
only for the German people but also for the rest of 
the world: 

ω ¢ǿƻ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ DŜǊƳŀƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǿ 
created.
ω .ŜǊƭƛƴ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
spread of communism. 
ω ¢ƘŜ ¦{! ǿŀǎ ƴƻǿ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ 
substantial forces in Europe. 
ω ! ΨŎƻƭŘ ǿŀǊΩ ƴƻǿ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ 
west
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In June 1947 a massive boost, not only to the West German economy but also to Western Europe generally, came with the Marshall Plan. The US Secretary of State, George Marshall, 
announced that the wealthy USA would make funds available to all the European states to rebuild their economies.

First actions:
1. 2.

What 
policies 
did West 
Germany 

use to 
turn the 
economy 
around?

A
IM

S
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The German Democratic Republic in East Germany faced many problems. It had only one-third of the population of West Germany and its industrial output was barely 20 per cent that of West 
Germany. Poor living and working conditions encouraged thousands of Germans living in the GDR to move to the west. This movement made the shortage of skilled workers even worse and 
the economy did not prosper, especially as the USSR was still demanding reparations. Although the border was closed by the East German government in 1952, thousands still escaped 
through the free city of Berlin. In 1952 182,000 left for the west through that route. 

The pressure on the East 
German government was 
shown in June 1953 when 
hundreds of thousands of 
workers went on strike, 

attacking Communist Party 
buildings and demanding free 

and secret elections. The Soviet 
army was called in to restore 
order: many thousands were 

arrested and it has been 
estimated that 125 people were 

killed

Although wages 
were increased, 

after this uprising 
the government 

took steps to 
double the size of 
its secret police 
force, the Stasi, 
to ensure that a 
similar protest 

would not occur.

After this the Stasi began to employ 
IMs (unofficial collaborators) in their 

efforts to spy on the East German 
people. By the 1980s 25% of people 

living in East Germany were 
informants for the Stasi. Between 
1951 and 1989 the Stasi placed 

political prisoners in the 
Hohenschönhausenprison on the 

outskirts of East Berlin where West 
and East Germany 1949 to 1991 6 

they were often tortured.

Many voted with their feet 
and in 1953 alone 408,000 

people emigrated from East 
to West Germany. The one-
party police state continued, 

with the Soviet army in 
reserve to ensure its safety. 

East Germany could not 
control the movement of 

refugees from east to west in 
search of higher living 

standards.

Between 1949 and 1961 
3.5 million East Germans 

had moved west. 
Compared with other east 
European countries, East 
Germany had reasonable 
employment and living 

standards, but they were 
a long way behind those 

of West Germany and the 
police state was very 

unpopular

By 1961 the East German government 
and the USSR decided they had to take 

action to prevent any more East 
Germans leaving through Berlin. It was 

decided to construct a wall through 
Berlin to prevent any more movement. 
The Berlin Wall was started in 1961 and 
caused tensions with the USA and the 
other western Allies. In the years that 

followed, 900 people were to die whilst 
trying to escape over the wall, most of 

them shot by East German border 
guards. Thousands more were arrested 

for trying to escape

The East 
German 

government 
strengthened 
its one-party 
police state 

even more in 
the 1960s, 
becoming 
one of the 

most 
repressive 

countries in 
Europe. The 
Stasi became 
even more 
powerful.

In the 1970s the new leader 
of East Germany, Erich 

Honecker tried to remedy 
some of these problems. His 

government did begin a 
major housing programme

to deal with housing 
shortages as well as the 
terrible conditions that 

some people were living in. 
In 1978 he introduced a 

greater degree of religious 
toleration after reaching an 
agreement with the leaders 
of the Protestant churches. 

However the Stasi continued 
to monitor every aspect of 

life in East Germany
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Walter Ulbricht and other German communists had travelled to eastern Germany at the end of the war to set up a communist state there. Ulbricht became leader of East Germany when the 
state was established in 1950.

Walter Ulbricht becameleader of East

Germanyin 1950.

Å Heplanned to build socialismin EastGermanythrough planned

rapid industrialisation and the collectivisation of farming just

ashad beendone in the SovietUnion in the 1930s.

Å His policies on farming, which dominated the economyof East

Germany,were very unpopular and ultimately disastrous as

they led to food shortages and rationing .

Å Industrialisation also proved to be very difficult as Upper

Silesia,the industrial area of eastern Germany,was taken by

Poland in 1945, All businesseswere state owned and run by the

CommunistParty.

Å He also supported the building of the Berlin Wall to prevent

EastGermanyȔsworkers from escapingto the West. Despiteall

of this East Germanyhad becomethe most prosperous member

of COMECON(the communistcountries of eastern Europe)

Å Bythe 1960s.UlbrichtȔsrefusal to support any liberal reforms

meantreplacedbyErich Honeckerin 1971.

Walter Ulbricht, 
East German 

leader
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Whilst living conditions in West Germany and West Berlin remained high in the 1950s, East Germany 
(GDR) faced enormous problems. It had a population of only one-third that of West Germany and its 
industrial output was barely 20 per cent of output in West Germany. Poor living and working 
conditions encouraged thousands of Germans living in the GDR to move to the west. This movement 
made the shortage of skilled workers even worse and the economy did not prosper, especially as the 
USSR was still demanding reparations. Although the border was closed by the East German 
government in 1952, thousands still escaped through the free city of Berlin. In 1952, 182,000 left for 
the west through that route.

The pressure on the East German government was shown in June 1953 when hundreds of thousands 
of workers went on strike, attacking Communist Party buildings and demanding free and secret 
elections. The Soviet army was called in to restore order: many thousands were arrested and it has 
been estimated that 125 people were killed. Although wages were increased after this uprising, the 
government took steps to double the size of its secret police force to ensure that a similar protest did 
not occur.

Many voted with their feet and in 1953 408,000 people emigrated from East to West Germany. The 
East German one-party, police state could only continue with the support of the Soviet army.

Tensions remained over the situation in Berlin for many years after the Berlin airlift. The migration of 
people from east to west continued: in 1958 the leader of the USSR, Nikita Khruschev, threatened 
western access routes to Berlin but then backed down. Life in West and East Berlin was very different. 
West Berlin was a centreof consumerism ςwith modern, wellstockedshops, thriving cafés and 
restaurants, packed theatres and nightclubs.

¢ƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ DŜǊƳŀƴ ΨŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜΩ ǿŀǎ Ǉƭŀƛƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΦ /ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ 9ŀǎǘ .ŜǊƭƛƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ 
different. Whilst everyone was fed and housed and health care and free education was provided, it 
was nevertheless a much lower standard of living. Consumer goods such as washing machines and 
cars were not readily available: there were waiting lists as the East German government prioritised
heavy machinery over consumer goods. The migration of people from east to west was not only 
politically embarrassing, it was also economically disastrous as there was a serious labourshortage. 
Many of those who left tended to be young and highly skilled.

The overall impression in East Berlin was one of drabness; buildings were still derelict and much war 
damage remained unrepaired. The tensions over the divided Berlin and the migration of people to the 
west boiled over into a major crisis in 1961. 

WEST EAST
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¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ мфрлǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ƛǘǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŦƭŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘΦ !ƴ άƛƴƴŜǊ DŜǊƳŀn bƻǊŘŜǊέ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 9ŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ²Ŝǎǘ 
Germany, fortified with high fences, watchtowers and trenches ran for 1,300 km from the early 1950s with an extra 5 km exclusion zone behind it that required special 
identity cards to enter. Guards were ordered to shoot anyone who was not supposed to be there. Crossing to West Germany became aŎǊƛƳŜΣ άŦƭƛƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎέΣ 
which was punished by a three year prison sentence, but it was still very easy for East German citizens to walk into West Berlin and escape to West Germany.

The government of East Germany was worried about the migration of its citizens to West Germany through Berlin attracted by the hƛƎƘŜǊ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ άŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 
ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜέ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳǎΦ .ǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ƻŦ ²Ŝǎǘ .ŜǊƭƛƴ ǘƻ 9ŀǎǘ DŜǊƳŀƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǎƳΣ ŀǎ ǿŜll as it being a base for capitalist spies. 
Berlin was also becoming an issue in the wider Cold War as in Vienna in 1961 Soviet leader Khrushchev had publicly declared that all of Berlin was part of East Germany 
and threatened military action against West Berlin. Both the East German and Soviet governments needed to be seen to be doingsomething about the problem of West 
Berlin ςǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ǿŀƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ άŀƴǘƛ-ŦŀǎŎƛǎǘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǿŀƭƭέΦ

The Berlin Wall: 

Built in: 1961
Lasted: 28 years
Ordered by: 
Khrushchev, the 
Soviet leader

Built because: 
Thousands of 
educated and skilled 
workers left East 
Berlin and the GDR in 
search of a better life 
by going through 
West Berlin. So, a 
wall was built 
through the middle 
of the city, splitting 
friends and families. 

False propaganda:
The leaders of the 
GDR said that they 
built the wall because 
there were lots of US 
spies entering the 
GDR through West 
Germany.  

The Building of the Berlin Wall in 1961

The existence of Western zones in Berlin, and the free access for Berliners allow many East Germans to defect to West Berlin.

By 1961, around 3 million people had migrated from East to West. In August 1961 the East German government, under instructions from 

the USSR, started to construct a wall to divide East and West Berlin. This 155 km perimeter around West Berlin was quickly built by local 

workers and the East German army. It was a massive stone wall, topped with barbed wire and gun positions. A second barrier created a 

gap between the walls that was soon nicknamed the Death Strip. There were specially constructed crossing points into East Berlin: special 

permits were required and could only be bought in East Germany with West German currency. The most famous was called Checkpoint 

Charlie, the only point at which non-Germans could cross into the east

Escape across the wall was highly dangerous. It has been estimated that nearly a hundred people were shot trying to cross into the west 

between 1961 and 1989, 41 in the first year. Families and friends were forced to live apart for decades. The border between the two 

Germanies was heavily fortified, not only in Berlin but along the whole frontier. One famous example of an attempted escape was that of 

Pete Lechteron 17 August 1962. He attempted to cross the wall to see his sister. As he climbed the barbed wire he was shot and fell back 

into the Death Strip where he slowly bled to death only 300 metresfrom a border post. Crowds gathered, begging the US guards to rescue 

him, but this would have meant violating the border and risking an international crisis. In East Germany border guards who killed people 

trying to escape were given financial rewards and were considered national heroes. 

A tense stand-off existed between the west and the east over Berlin. President Kennedy of the USA made a famous visit to West Berlin in 

1963 which may have boosted morale in West Berlin but, at the same time, the USA was powerless to remove the wall without risking a 

nuclear war. The wall survived for 28 years, a symbol of the cold war and the divided Germany.

However the wall did have beneficial impacts on East Germany. It slowed the exodus of people to the west and led to more acceptance of 

life in East Germany. Wages rose, consumer items became more readily available and more attractive careers in technical professions 

began to appear, as industrial and agricultural production increased.

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŜ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȫŀ ǿŀƭƭ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǿŀǊΩΦ CƻǊmany people 

the Berlin Wall was seen as the iconic symbol of the Cold War. 

Å Tense standoff in Oct 1961 
between US and Soviet troops on 
either side of Checkpoint Charlie. 
Tanks faced each other for 16 
hours. Ended peacefully when 
Kennedy and Khrushchev agreed 
to withdraw tanks to reduce 
tension.

Å The Wall was a physical symbol 
of the Cold War

Å Because of the Wall Western 
powers convinced they needed 
more military cooperation 
leading to establishment of NATO

Å The Wall survived 28 years. 
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Significance of the Berlin Wall 1961
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The wall went 
around all of 
West Berlin
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Military 
alliances
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Willy Brandt and 
Ostpolitik

Think about how relations between East and West Germany changed after 1945

What changed? In what ways? Which events were significant?



Who were the key leaders at the Yalta Conferences in 
February 1945?

What three things were decided?
Å

Å

Å

Who replaced Churchill at the Potsdam Conference in July 
1945?

How was Germany divided?

What was the name was given to the joining of the British 
and American zones in 1947?

How did Stalin react to this and the introduction of the 
Deutschmark?

Key words
ΨLǊƻƴ /ǳǊǘŀƛƴΩ -
Ψ.Ǌŀƛƴ 5ǊŀƛƴΩ ς
Communist ς
Capitalist ς
Democracy ς
Cold War ς
Stasi ς
Détente -

Marshall Plan
1. Who was George Marshall?

2. How did Stalin react to the Marshall aid?

Economic Miracle
1. Who was Chancellor of West Germany between 1949 and 1963 ςaccredited with 

economic miracle?

2. What were the four key features of the industrial expansions in  West 
Germany in the 1950s
Å

Å

Å

Å

Control and repression in the East 
How did the communists control East Germany?

Key people
Stalin
Adenaur
Brandt
Ulbricht
Honecker
Kohl

KEY QUESTION 5 and 6- West and East Germany between 1949-1991. 



Berlin blockade and airlift 
When did this event happen?
What happened?

Why did Stalin take actions?

How did the allies respond?

West Germany
Political system

East Germany
Political system

)

What was Ostpolitik?

Whose idea was it?

What did he hope to achieve?

List three ways they tried to 
improve relations between East 
and West.
Å

Å

Å

Ostpolitik

KEY QUESTION 5 and 6- West and East Germany between 1949-1991. 

What was the significance of 
the Berlin Wall?

Military alliances

What was NATO?

What was the Warsaw pact?

How did it increase tensions?



Key Qu- 7
Cooperation 

and 
reconciliation 

by 1991
You need to know about:
Å Collapse of communism in 

the East and end of Cold 
War p56

Å Fall of the Berlin Wall p57
Å The role of Helmut Kohl 

p58-9
Å Reunification p58

KEY VOCAB:
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Soviet 
leader 1985-

1991

Mikhail
Gorbachev

Perestroika
Giving economic 

freedom to 
Eastern countries

Glasnost

Reunification
Helmet Kohl 

Erich 
Honecker

Gunter 
Schabowski

Leipzig and 
Dresden

Communism

W. German 
Chancellor 1982-
89 
Reunified 
Germany 1989-
1998

Giving political 
freedom to 

Eastern countries

When east and 
West Germany 

joined 
together as 
one country

Government 
official who 

accidentally said 
the wall was 

open 
ΨƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅΩ

Political 
system where 
everyone is 

equal. 
Classless 
society

East German 
leader 1971-

1989

Large protests in 
these cities 
during 1989
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Collapse of communism and the end of the COLD WAR
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This Key Question is about looking at the reasons WHY Germany reunified as one country by 1991. You need to be able to consider all 
reasons and weigh up which was most significant. This is a popular question topic for the exam because it deals with the end of the 
Germany period.

Collapseof communismin the Eastpavedthe way for change. Glasnostandperestroikacreatedan
opportunity for dialogueasGorbachevwasopen to more freedoms. Withdrawalof the RedArmy
from Europeancountries,unrest in Poland,CzechoslovakiaandHungary- lackof support from USSR
to actall createdconditionsfor a reunificationin Germany.
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Fall of the Berlin Wall and the end of 
Communist rule in East Germany
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Widescale Protests
Á On 9th October1989largedemonstrationsagainstthe governmenttook placefirst in Leipzig,then in Dresden. Theprotestersdemanded

non-violent political change. TheStasidid nothing to stop or breakup thesedemonstrationswhich surprisedprotesters,but encouraged
future protestsaswell. DemonstrationscontinuedthroughoutEastGermanyandgrew in sizeςby 23rd Octoberthere were 300,000people
on the streetsof Leipzig. Protestersoften chantedά²ŜarethetŜƻǇƭŜέόάWir sinddas±ƻƭƪέύandά²ŜarestayingƘŜǊŜέόάWir bleibenhierέύ.

Á On 18th October Honeckerwas forced to resign, but when his replacementEgonKrenzaskedthe USSRfor support in breaking up
demonstrationshe wastold that EastGermanywason its own. Thesituationgot worseΧ

Á On 4th November1989the largestever demonstration in EastGermanytook placewhen1 million peopleprotestedon the streetsof

EastBerlin.

Á On 6th November 1989 half a million people marchedin Leipzigdemandingfreedom of movement,an end to communistrule, while

chantingάDŜǊƳŀƴȅςOneCŀǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘέόά5ŜǳǘǎŎƘƭŀƴŘ- EinVaterlandέύ

Á On 9th November1989the EastGermangovernmenthadno option left, without Sovietsupportςit openedits bordersandallowedfree

travel. Thousandsmarchedto the BerlinWall andpulled it down in oneof the most momentouseventsin post-war history. In the next few

dayshundredsof thousandsof EastGermanscrossedthe remainsof the wall andvisitedthe west.

Situation in East Germany 
in 1989

Å EastGermaneconomyheading
for bankruptcy

Å Many protests throughout East
Germanyafter Mayelections.

Å Honecker (E. German leader)
did not reform like Soviet
leaderGorbachevdid in USSR.

Å Hungary opened its borders
with Austria in March 1989
which gave E.Germansa new
route to the West.

Å In April 1989 Gorbachev
abandoned the Brezhnev
Doctrine (USSRusing force to
keep control in Europe) and
would not use the Sovietarmy
to crush opposition. To save
money for the Sovieteconomy
he ordered all 200,000 Soviet
troopsout of E. Germany.

Å Without the threat of the
Soviet army attacking, many
new opposition groups sprung
up eg East German Social
DemocraticParty,ΨDemocractic
!ǿŀƪŜƴƛƴƎΩand Democracy
Now. Protestsincreased.

9th November 1989 PRESS 
CONFERENCE-

Gunter Schabowski was an 
official on the E. German 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ 
text before the press conference 
on 9th November and accidentally 
ǎŀƛŘ ΨƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅΩ ǿƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ 
when the wall can come down.

East German citizens who entered West Berlin and West Germany found 
themselves given free gifts such as beer and tickets to football matches.

In Berlin East Germans were given champagne, bananas and chocolate which most 
had never had before. 

¢ëÙĴ ÀúĚĆ ĖÙÎÙíıÙÓ ʵʴʴ 2_ ÀĚ ˨ĲÙúÎĆÿÙ ÿĆĀÙĴ˩ ÀúġëĆĥçë ÿĆĚġ ĲëĆ ġĖÀıÙúúÙÓ ĲÙĚġ
in those first few days ended up going back home to East Germany. 

It is thought that 75,000 East Germans migrated to West Germany in January 1990 
alone. 

These large numbers encouraged both East and West Germany to cooperate in 
reunification as East Germany could not afford to lose more people and West 
Germany could not afford to accommodate them. 

Egon Krenz was forced to resign on 6th December 1989 along with most of the 
communist members of the government. His replacement Hans Modrow formed a 
new government that included opposition politicians and declared on 5th February 
1990 that he was in favour of German reunification.


