
These are the types of questions 
in the Elizabethan Age exam.

5 questions 
1 hour

1. What can be learnt from 
Sources A and B about ...? (4)

2. To what extent does this 
ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘΧΚ όуύ 

оΦ ²Ƙȅ ǿŀǎ ΧǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Catholic threat to Elizabeth? (12)

4. Explain the connections 
between TWO of the following 
that are to do with... (10)

5. How far do you agree with 
ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ Χ ƛƴ 
Elizabethan times? (16)
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Context- Who was Elizabeth and who were the Tudors?
Elizabeth was born on 7 September 1533. Her father, Henry VIII, is well known for

marrying six times. Elizabethwas born from his second marriage, to Anne Boleyn.

Elizabethõshalf-sister, Mary, had been born in 1527, during Henry VIIIõsmarriage to

Catherine of Aragon. Henry had abandoned the Roman Catholic religion and created a

new Protestant Church of England, with himself as head, in order to get a divorce from

Catherine.

Once divorced, Henry married Anne Boleyn, who was already pregnant with Elizabeth, in

1533. The marriage did not last long, with Anne sent to the Tower of London accused

of adultery and treason. Anne Boleyn was beheaded on 19 May 1536, and Elizabeth, who

was only two, was declared illegitimate, meaning she no longer had any claim to the throne.

Henry married his third wife, JaneSeymour, just ten days after Anneõsexecution, and finally

had a male heir when Edward was born in October 1537. His happiness was short-lived as

Janedied a short while after the birth .

Elizabeth was initially brought up away from her father at Hatfield, but her fortunes

improved in July 1543, when she was ten, as Henry married his sixth and final wife, Catherine

Parr. Elizabeth was declared third in line to the throne, Edward being first in line, followed by

Mary. Elizabeth was raised alongside her brother Edward,as Protestants.

.

Edward VI fell ill in January 1553 and died in 

October of the same year at the age of 15. His 

half-sister Mary, a devout Roman Catholic, 

succeeded him as Queen Mary I. 

She opposed Edward's Protestant reforms and 

initiated a Counter-Reformation, restoring the 

Pope's authority and punishing Protestant 

leaders, earning her the nickname "Bloody Mary." 

Elizabeth, a Protestant, faced a perilous time 

during Mary's reign, especially after being 

accused of involvement in a Protestant rebellion. 

She was imprisoned in the Tower of London but 

was released due to insufficient evidence. 

Elizabeth was under close watch until Mary's 

death in November 1558, when Elizabeth became 

Queen at the age of 25.

When Henry VIII died in January 1547, it was his 

son who succeeded him, becoming King Edward 

VI. 

As Edward was only 9 years old at the time of 

Henryõs death, he was too young to reign by 

himself, and was aided in making important 

decisions by his advisors. Edwardõs reign is mostly 

remembered for the religious changes he made, 

as England became a Protestant country.

This major religious change worried many 

Catholics who remained loyal to the Pope. 

Elizabeth continued living with her loving 

stepmother, Catherine Parr, until Catherineõs 

death in 1548

Edward VI

Mary I
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Key Qu- 1
How successful was 
the Government of 

Elizabeth I?

You need to know about:

Å The Coronation and popularity of 
Elizabeth 

Å The Royal Court
Å Privy Council and councillors
Å Local Government
Å The role of Parliament
Å Taxation
Å Freedom of speech

See pages 5 - 16 

KEY VOCAB:

5

The 
crowning of 
a monarch

Coronation Gloriana
Strong, 

successful and 
popular queen

Councillors

Monopolies Patronage

Parliament

Progresses

Propaganda

Succession

Using wealth 
and power to 
help people

Members of the 
Privy Council 

who helped  run 
the country

Royal licence 
giving sole right  

to sell/make 
goods

Royal tours
The issue of 
who would 

succeed 
Elizabeth as 

monarch

Helped the 
Queen run the 

country by 
passing laws

Material used to 
influence 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ



9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ōȅΧ

Royal Progresses

Summer tour - 10 
weeks every year

Queen + advisers
Officials, servants
Guards- large group of people to 
entertain and feed for the nobles

Stayed with nobles 
for free!

They were expected 
to give her lavish 

gifts

Never 
went to 
Wales, 

North or 
SW 

England.

This was only way 
to see the Queen!

Shows her: -
Å Legitimate ruler
Å Pure
Å Successful
Å Wise
Å Wealthy
Å Strong
Å Powerful
Å Ageless

6

The Coronation of Elizabeth I

Medieval Early Modern Industrial 20th century and beyond

1066 1500 1750 1900 2000

KEY QUESTION 1- Elizabethan government. How successful was the government of Elizabeth I?

Å The death of Queen Mary was greeted with joy by many, especially

Protestants. They hoped Elizabeth would be a more tolerant and popular

queen.

Å Elizabethõscoronation was an extremely important event. This was

Elizabethõsfirst chance to win the support of the people by showing off her

wealth and power.

Å Elizabethõscoronation on 15 January1559 is rumoured to have cost around

£16,000 even though she already had debts of £250,000 which she had

inherited from Mary.

Å During the coronation, Elizabeth travelled by barge along the Thames to

Westminster Abbey where the ceremony took place.

Å After she was crowned, there was a banquet at Westminster Hall.

Å Thousands lined the streets with loud cheers and instruments.

Å The coronation was a form of propaganda- enabled Elizabeth to show

herself as a powerful ruler.

9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊƛǘȅ

Å Well educated- speak French, 
Greek, Italian and Latin making 
her popular.

Å She inherited a large debt so she 
had to be careful with money. 
However, she did spend a 
significant amount on looking 
good and wearing clothes 
covered in jewels. These clothes 
are often in display in some of 
her portraits.

Pelican portrait 
1574

ÅElizabeth would have been dressed flamboyantly (in fancy clothes!) and 

wore a lot of jewellery when she travelled on royal progresses to show off 

her wealth.

ÅElizabeth would be carried by courtiers so more people in the crowds 

could see her.

ÅElizabeth would be accompanied by many nobles on royal progresses.

ÅTo protect Elizabeth on royal progresses, she would be surrounded by 

courtiers armed with swords and other weapons.

ÅPeople would gather in windows of high buildings in the hope of catching 

a glimpse of Elizabeth.

Portrait of a royal progress

What can we learn from the portrait?
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KEY QUESTION 1- Elizabethan government. How successful was the government of Elizabeth I?

Royal Court

Å The term ôRoyal Courtõ in the Elizabethan era can refer to the buildings, the palaces 

which Elizabeth owned, or the people who surrounded her on a daily basis .

Å Elizabeth owned around 20 palaces, with Whitehall Palace in London being her main 

residence. If people were summoned to visit her at the Royal Court, this would mean 

the buildings themselves.

Å On the other hand, the term Royal Court is often used to describe her courtiers. These 

were either household staff such as servants orladies-in-waiting who looked after the 

queen, or her advisors who helped her run the country.

Å Many ambitious and wealthy nobles would attend court, in the hope of gaining favour

with the queen. Courtiers could be granted valuable lands and titles 

through patronage , which Elizabeth cleverly used to ensure the loyalty of her 

courtiers. Courtiers fought over the attention of the queen, and factions developed at 

the Royal Court. Different factions would often disagree on various policy areas like 

religion.

Å The two main factions at Elizabethõs Royal Court developed around William Cecil, her 

closest advisor, and Robert Dudley, who was rumoured to be having a relationship 

with the Queen. The two courtiers disagreed on many of the countryõs policies, such as 

involvement in war and the religious path followed by Elizabeth. Dudley was 

a Puritan whereas Cecil was a moderate Protestant, and their religious beliefs often 

caused rivalries at court, with courtiers often taking sides.

Although many argue that the 

way Elizabeth used patronage 

and manipulated factions was 

highly corrupt and led to great 

rivalries, she used the system 

very skillfully to ensure 

complete loyalty from those 
within the Royal Court. 7
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KEY QUESTION 1- Elizabethan government. How successful was the government of Elizabeth I?

Privy Council

8

The most important group of advisors to the monarch at this time was known as the Privy Council. Members of the Privy Council came from the nobility, the gentry or the 

church. They were chosen by Elizabeth and likewise could be dismissed by her. At the beginning of her reign, Elizabeth appointed nineteen Privy Councillors, around half of 

which had also been a part of her half-sister Maryõs Privy Council.

Å WHEN DO THEYMEET?The frequency of Privy Council meetings would depend

on matters of urgency within the country. When important matters arose, they

would meet on a daily basis. The rest of the time, meetings would generally take

place two or three times a week. As Elizabeth got older, she trusted her Privy

Council more and more, to the point where she would rarely attend their meetings

towards the end of her reign.

Å However, the Elizabethan era was a time of personal monarchy, which meant that

she could be advised by the Privy Council, but any key decision in the running of

the country was ultimately made by Elizabeth herself.

Å WHAT DO THEY DO? The main functions of the Privy Council were to offer

advice to Elizabeth on the countryõsforeign and domestic policies and to help

her with the day-to -day running of the country . If they had been granted

patronage by Elizabeth,they were allowed to passon the benefits to other subjects

and often considered petitions from other ambitious subjects .

All government 
documents 
legalised

vǳŜŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ 
advisor

Controlled 
government 
expenditure 
and tax 
collection

Commanded 
the navyRan the Royal 

household

aŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǉǳŜŜƴΩǎ 
finances

How important was the Privy Council?
1) The Privy Council was extremely important to help Elizabeth run the country as it was the main source of 

advice for the Queen. Elizabeth looked to the Privy Council to help her make decisions on the day-to-day 

running of the country, which is why the council would meet so regularly, sometimes on a daily basis. 

2) The Privy Council was very important as it also helped Elizabeth make big decisions on the running of the 

country. These decisions included wars and changes to religion.

3) The Privy Council did occasionally cause Elizabeth problems. At times, rival factions emerged within the 

Council . An example of this is William Cecil and Robert Dudley, who had very different religious beliefs and 

would sometimes disagree. However, this was not a huge problem for Elizabeth as she managed the Privy 

Council carefully and was clever in her control of rival factions, often giving patronage to keep people happy.

4) Whilst the Privy Council was extremely important to help Elizabeth make major decisions, it is important to 

remember that Elizabeth believed in ôpersonal monarchyõ, which meant the Privy Council could advise her 

and offer guidance, but it should always be her who made the final decision .
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KEY QUESTION 1- Elizabethan government. How successful was the government of Elizabeth I?

Privy Councillors

9

Sir William Cecil, Lord Burghley from 1571 (born 

1520, died 1598)
ÅA moderate Protestant.

ÅAdvised Elizabeth since her childhood.

ÅHard-working and intelligent, studied law at Cambridge 

University.

ÅMP and Privy Councillorduring Edward VIõs reign.

ÅSecretary of State from 1558, Lord Treasurer from 1572.

ÅHad a cautious approach to decision-making, similar to 

Elizabeth;both disliked rushing, preferring to take time to 

consider key decisions.

ÅElizabeth valued Cecilõs loyalty and trusted him above all her 

other advisors.

Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester from 1564 (born 

1537, died 1564)
ÅA Puritan, often argued with Cecil about religious matters.

ÅChildhood friend of Elizabeth who was rumoured to be having 

a relationship with her.

ÅBecame Master of the Horse during Elizabethõs reign ðwas in 

charge of Elizabethõs safety.

ÅCommanded an army sent to the Netherlands in 1585.

ÅDisagreed with Cecil over his cautious approach to foreign 

policy; Dudley often favoured war.

Sir Christopher Hatton, knighted 1577 (born 1540, 

died 1591)
ÅA moderate Protestant but hated Puritans.

ÅStudied law at Oxford University.

ÅClever and hard-working ðarranged Elizabethõs early 

progresses.

ÅCaptain of the Queenõs Bodyguard and was later Lord 

Chancellor.

ÅHelped Elizabeth control and gain support from Parliament 

when necessary.

Sir Francis Walsingham , knighted 1577 (born 

1532, died 1590)
ÅA Puritan, he had to escape to Italy when Mary I led the 

counter-reformation.

ÅStudied law at Cambridge University.

ÅMP from 1558 onwards.

ÅAble linguist with numerous contacts abroad ðled to him 

becoming English ambassador in Paris.

ÅOften described as a ôSpy masterõðorganised a network of 

spies in England and abroad.

ÅHelped uncover numerous plots against Elizabeth.

ÅAllied with Cecil and took his side in disagreements with 

Dudley.

Robert Devereux, Earl of Essex from 1566 (born 

1567, died 1601)
ÅA Puritan.

ÅGained military experience fighting across Europe.

ÅTook charge of Elizabethõs troops fighting in Spain and Ireland.

ÅBecame Master of the Horse in 1587, taking over from Robert 

Dudley.

ÅOften quarreled with Elizabeth and was executed for treason in 

1601.

Robert Cecil, Earl of Salisbury from 1605 (born 

1563, died 1612)
ÅA moderate Puritan, not as extreme in his religious beliefs as 

some other Privy Council members.

ÅYoungest son of William Cecil.

ÅGuided and trained by his father in statesmanship and took 

over as ôSpy masterõ following the death of Walsinghamõsdeath 

in 1590.

ÅOversaw the succession of James VI following Elizabethõs death 

in 1603.
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KEY QUESTION 1- Elizabethan government. How successful was the government of Elizabeth I?

Local government

10

Apart from royal progresses, Elizabeth did not travel outside of London very often. As the methods of travel and communicatio n took much longer in 

those days, Elizabeth trusted people in various official posts to ensure that law and order was being kept throughout England, Wales and Ireland.

The Law CourtsKey roles
The Queen had to make sure that all criminals were

suitably punished for their crimes. Therefore, there was a

system of courts which were supposed to deal with

different crimes and give people the opportunity to

appeal to the Queen if they felt justice had not been

done to them.

Quarter Sessions
Justices of the Peace might hear criminal cases 
themselves, or they could send people for trial in the 
Quarter Sessions, held by JPs four times a year. 
These covered wide areas and JPs met to sentence 
criminals.

Assize Court
Some really serious cases, for example, murder and 
treason, were sent to be heard at the Assize Court. 
Here, judges from the central law courts in London 
ƳŀŘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ ΨŎƛǊŎǳƛǘΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘƻǿƴǎ 
of England and Wales twice a year to hear cases and 
pass sentences.

/ƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ YƛƴƎΩǎ .ŜƴŎƘ
The function of this court was to hear appeals from 
people who felt they had been badly treated in the 
local courts.

Court of Common Pleas
This dealt with civil disputes ςthose between people 
when no crime had been committed. Both of the 
above courts used what is known as Common Law. 
Cases were dealt with by judges who had 
experiences of previous, similar cases to decide the 
outcome.

Without this body of mostly unpaid amateur officials local government 
would not have been able to operate effectively during Elizabethan times.



Medieval Early Modern Industrial 20th century and beyond

1066 1500 1750 1900 2000

KEY QUESTION 1- Elizabethan government. How successful was the government of Elizabeth I?

Parliament

11

The Elizabethan Parliament was very different to the one we have today. During Elizabethõs reign, there was no Prime Ministerto lead 

parliament, no political parties, and all the Members of Parliament (MPs) were rich men who had been voted for by other wealthy 

landowners. (No one else was allowed to vote!)

Parliament was much less important, and indeed powerful, than it is today. It was only called when Elizabeth deemed it necessary. She only 

called Parliament 13 times during her 45-year reign, and there was once a gap of 26 years between sessions.

Parliament was divided into two bodies, like it is today: the House of Lords and the House of Commons. The House of Lords was comprised of around 100 bishops, lords and

judges during Elizabethõsreign. The House of Commons had two MPs from each county and two from each significant town. There were around 450 MPs, who were either

wealthy landowners or merchants, though some were lawyers.

ÅElizabeth would sit at the head of 

Parliament, to show she was in charge.

ÅParliament was only attended by men; 

they were rich and well-dressed.

ÅThere were a great number of people 

present when Parliament was called.

Taxation and finance

Å Parliamenthad two main functions- to passnew
lawsandto raisemoneyby grantingtaxes

Å Elizabethwas expectedto pay for the running of
the country- this was difficult becauseof inflation
so sheŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘraise enough funds. Shealso had
the debt from her sisterMary I so Elizabethhad to
askParliamentto grantmoremoneythroughtaxes.

Å Elizabethcontrolled Parliamenttightly; it only met
when she called it and she could prorogueat any
time.

Å Thisled to disagreementswith someMPsrefusing
to grant taxesunlessthey could discusswhat they
wanted. (Seepage12for Parliamentsessions)

Å To control Parliament, Elizabeth made sure her
Privy councillors sat in. William Cecil was her
spokesman.

Å The taxes were normally collected to pay 
for wars against Scotland, France, Ireland, 
rebellions in the North of England and 
especially war against Spain.

Freedom of speech
Å Elizabeth would not let MPs discuss 

religion, personal affairs or foreign 
policy. ²ƘŜǊŜŀǎ atΩǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
should be able to discuss all of these. 
There were many occasions Elizabeth and 
Parliament clashed (see page 12 or 
Parliament sessions)

Å Themost famouscaseof MPsdemandingfreedomof speechis that of

Peter Wentworth. He was imprisoned in the Tower of London in
1576 for daring to challenge9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎopinions on the freedom of
speechfor MPs!

Å Towardsthe end of 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎreign, there were also disagreements

betweenMPsandthe Queen. Monopoliesgaveindividual nobles
and merchantsthe sole rights to sell certain types of goods.
This meant they becameeven wealthier. Grantingmonopoly
licenceswasa convenientway for Elizabethto makemoney,but MPs
thought the systemwasunfair. MPsthreatenedto refusegrantingtaxes

in 1597ς98 and in 1601 as a protest againstmonopolies. Elizabeth
agreed to a compromise and some monopolies were
withdrawn.

Å Afterwards, she made flattering references to her Parliament in a

speechnow knownastheΨGoldenSpeechΩ1601.
Å 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎrelationshipwith ParliamentandMPsis anotherexampleof

how astuteandclevershewasasa ruler.
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KEY QUESTION 1- Elizabethan government. How successful was the government of Elizabeth I?

How successful was the Government of Elizabeth I?

13



Words

Coronation ς

Privy Council ς

Court ς

WtΩǎ ς

Parliament ς

Aristocracy ς

Gentry ς

Patronage ς

Lord Lieutenant ς

Quarter Sessions ς

Prorogued ς

²ƘŜƴ ǿŀǎ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ŎƻǊƻƴŀǘƛƻƴΚ

Why was it important?

²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ΨǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΚ

²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨGlorianaΩ ƳȅǘƘΚ

How did Elizabeth use portraits to help her gain popularity?

Problems

Make a list of the main problems facing Elizabeth at the 
start of her reign.

Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

In your view which was going to be the most difficult to deal with?

Elizabeth 
ŦŀƳƻǳǎƭȅ ǎŀƛŘ ΨL 
may not be a 
lion but I am a 
ƭƛƻƴΩǎ Ŏǳō ŀƴŘ L 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƛƻƴΩǎ 

heart.

Describe the role of the Royal Court

9ȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘȅ ƴƻōƭŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ΨŎƻǳǊǘΩ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ŀǘ wƻȅŀƭ 
Court.

Unit 1b: Elizabethan Age 1558 ς1603. Key Question 1.  Elizabethan government.     How successful was the government of Elizabeth I?

14



Unit 1b: Elizabethan Age 1558 ς1603. Key Question 1.  Elizabethan government.                   How successful was the government of Elizabeth I?

Privy Council
What was the role of the Privy Council?

List at least 4 key members of Elizabeth's Privy 
Council and briefly describe their relationship 
with Elizabeth.

Å

Å

Å

Å

What key issues did Elizabeth and the Privy 
council disagree about?

What was the role of Elizabethan Parliament?

What were the main reasons for Elizabeth calling 
Parliament?

Who appointed the speaker of the House of 
Commons?

Who decided what topics would be discussed?

What topics did Elizabeth forbid Parliament to 
discuss?

Iƻǿ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŘƛŘ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ƳŜŜǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ 
reign?

Give 3 examples of clashes between Elizabeth and 
Parliament
Å

Å

Å

What did parliament believe they should have?

Elizabeth v Parliament
Local Government

Describe the role of JPs.

Who were constables and how did 
they help Elizabeth govern England/

What was the role of the night 
watchman?

Upper
class

Knights, Yeomen, 
merchants

The rest of the
population

Explain how the system of patronage worked.

15



Key Qu- 2

How did life differ 
for rich and poor in 

Elizabethan 
England?

You need to know about:

Å Contrasting lifestyles of rich 

and poor; homes and fashion

Å Causes of poverty

Å Issue of unemployment and 

vagrancy

Å Government legislation 

including the 1601 Poor Law
See pages 16 - 27 

KEY VOCAB:

16

Wandering 
beggars who 
sometimes 
turned to 

crimes

Vagabond
Deserving 

Poor
The name given 
to poor people 
who could not 

help being poor.Beggars

Enclosures Legislation

Poor Relief

Poverty

Rack Renting

Laws made by 
Parliament to 

deal with 
issues

Someone who 
begs for food 

or money

Land which 
landowners 
fenced off 

(enclosed with 
hedges)

Help for 
people in 
poverty

Not enough 
money to 

provide for a 
family

Raising the 
cost of rent by 

greedy 
landowners

White Anglo 
Saxon 

Protestants

Drastic 
shortage of 

food

Famine

Poor Relief

Help for 
people in 
poverty
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Key Question 2- How did life differ for rich and poor in Elizabethan England?

Structure of Elizabethan society

17

During the Elizabethan age, society was structured, and everyone was 

expected to know their place within society. 

There was a huge contrast between the lavish lifestyles of the wealthy nobles 

at the top of this ladder and the peasants at the bottom who lived under the 

constant threat of starvation. 

Many believed these placings within society were ordered by God and did not 

challenge their place within this structure.

Rich houses
During Elizabethõs long reign, many of the richer members of society increased their 

wealth considerably.

These nobles were keener than ever to show off their wealth. This could be done by 

investing in their homes and by wearing the latest fashions. They were also fortunate 

enough to be able to afford a thorough education.

Potential visits by Elizabeth to these stately 

homes on her royal progresses encouraged 

the nobles to spend as much as possible on 

their construction and decoration. 

The more they spent, the more they hoped 

Elizabeth would be impressed if they had the 

opportunity to host part of the progress. 

Stately homes were built with more windows 

than ever before, which allowed for more 

light. 

The landscaped gardens which surrounded these stately homes were of equal 

importance. The gardens of the nobility were no longer solely used to cultivate crops 

to help feed the household, they were now designed for leisure. Landscaped gardens 

still included beds to grow both vegetables and herbs but were also lined with flower 

beds and provided the nobles with the opportunity of taking a pleasant stroll around 

the grounds.

The living conditions of the nobility also increased from the use of new building 

materials, such as bricks, used to build large fireplaces and chimneys, which meant the 

winter months were not as cold as they were in the older houses.

Hardwick Hall

Bess of Hardwick (Countess of Shrewsbury) was the 
most wealthy woman in Elizabethan England ςapart 
from the Queen. She married four times and each 
marriage made her richer
She began rebuilding her home in the period 
described as ΨThe Great rebuildingΩ and it took her 7 
years to transform Hardwick Hall.
It had a Long Gallery, a high Great Chamber, 
massive kitchen and a magnificent façade.
Feather beds, endless silverware and fine furniture.
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Key Question 2- How did life differ for rich and poor in Elizabethan England?
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Key Question 2- How did life differ for rich and poor in Elizabethan England?
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Key Question 2- How did life differ for rich and poor in Elizabethan England?

20

Causes of poverty

Life was extremely difficult for the many peasants during Elizabethõs reign. Some of the wealthy nobility and gentry made charitable donations to help the poorest members of 

society, who could also seek shelter inalms-houses or monasteries.

Different types of ôpoorõ in Elizabethan times:

The ôimpotent poorõ were those who, because of age or 

physical ailments, physically could not work. These are 

sometimes referred to as the ôdeserving poorõ, as the 

government considered that they deserved to receive charity 

from the poor relief.

The ôable-bodied poorõ were those who did not work, even 

though they were physically capable of doing so. This could be 

a result of being unable to find any form of employment, or 

simply because they chose not to work. The Tudors thought 

that these ôundeserving poorõ did not deserve any charity 

and should, instead, be encouraged, or even forced, to find 

work.

Poverty in Elizabethan times
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Key Question 2- How did life differ for rich and poor in Elizabethan England?

21

Poverty in Elizabethan times- issue of vagrancy

As there was a sharp rise in poverty during Elizabethõs reign, there was also an increase in the number of homeless beggars. Many of these beggars wandered the streets 

seeking charity. William Harrison, a priest in the Elizabethan age, claimed that there were as many as 10,000 vagabonds roaming the English countryside. Violent crimes, 

thefts and burglaries were often blamed on these vagrants who roamed the country, and Elizabethan society felt increasingly threatened by them, who they referred to as 

ôsturdy beggarsõ or vagabonds.

Thomas Harman, a writer, completed a study of beggars in 1566, calledA Caveat or 

Warning for Common Cursitors, vulgarly called vagabonds. In his book, he named 23 

different types of vagrants , and went on to describe how each of them made a 

living. These were the most common types:

The response to vagrancy

Å As Elton, a prominent Tudor historian, says, one of the 

biggest problems surrounding vagrancy was the fact that 

many vagrants simply could not work, and would have to rely 

on charity to survive.

Å Some large towns did try to deal with the problem of 

vagrancy in their own area by setting up various institutions. 

In London, St Bartholomewõs Hospital and St Thomasõ 

Hospital were set up to look after the sick , whilst Christõs 

Hospital was set up as an orphanage. Places such as Ipswich, 

Lincoln and Norwich introduced taxes on wealthy locals 

and tried to find work for the unemployed.

ÅWhat was really necessary, however, was direct action from 

central government, which eventually happened during 

Elizabethõs reign through the introduction of a series of Poor 

Law Acts.



Year Act Summary of measures Impact of Acts
1563 Statute of 

Artificers
It was made compulsory for all boys to complete a seven-yearapprenticeshipin order to learn a 
trade.

Categorisationof the poor: deserving poor, undeserving poor and idle poor

This act tried to ensure boys were tied down to one place for a 
number of years and could not roam the country.
It was hoped that having a trade would help gain employment 
and reduce vagrancy.

1572 Vagabonds Act Å Harsh punishments, even the death penalty, for a third offence were to be used against 
vagrants. A popular punishment was boring a hole through the ear of vagrants with a hot 
iron.

Å Local people were ordered to pay a poor rate to provide food and shelter for those who 
could not work in the parish.

Å Overseers of the Poor were to be appointed by JPs to collect and administer the poor relief.

Severe punishments were intended to deter people from 
becoming vagrants. 

The government did, however, begin to accept that it was 
necessary to support some people.

Did nothing to remove causes of poverty

1576 Act for the Relief 
of the Poor

Å Two Houses of Correction were to be built in each county and anyone refusing to work 
would be sent there.

Å JPs to keep materials in every town to provide work for those unable to find a job,
Those who refused to pay the poor rate were punished.

Punishing vagrants by sending them to Houses of Correction was 
intended to force people into finding work.

1598 Act for the Relief 
of the Poor

Each parish was to appoint four Overseers of the Poor.
The poor rate was made compulsory for all inhabitants of the parish.
Work was found for all the able-bodied men and women in each parish.

This act tried to find work for those in the parish who were able 
to.
Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ōȅ ŜƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ 
were cared for with the poor relief.

1598 Act for the 
Punishment of 
Rogues

Begging was strictly forbidden. Anyone found begging was to be whipped and returned to their 
own parish.

If it was not known where they came from, they were put into aHouse of Correction.

By passing this act, the government hoped to contain poverty and 
vagrancy and stop it from spreading around the country.

1601 Act for the Relief 
of the Poor

The 1598 laws, which were temporary, were now made permanent. They became known as the 
Elizabethan Poor Law.

a) JPs had to appoint 4 Overseers of the Poor in each Parish.

b) Apprenticeships to be found for orphan children

c) Unemployed, able bodied made to work using supply of materials kept/Houses of 
Correction

d) Elderly /too sick to be housed in AlmshousesOrphans to orphanage.

e) Begging forbidden.  Whipped. Sent back to place of birth. House of  Correction.

f) Poor rate to be paid or face imprisonment. Wealthy encouraged to give generously.

The aim of this act was to show that the government was making 
a long-term commitment in terms of their responsibility of 
tackling the problem of poverty.
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Poverty in Elizabethan times- Government legislation

¢ǳŘƻǊ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǾŀƎǊŀƴǘǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƘŀǊǎƘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǊŜƛƎƴΦThese measures did not solve the problem, and the number of beggars in England kept growing. 
Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǊŜƛƎƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘȅΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƳŜvagrants would continue to be punished.
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Why was the 1601 Poor Law significant?

ω мслм tƻƻǊ [ŀǿ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ tƻƻǊ [ŀǿ !Ŏǘǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǊŜƛƎƴΤ ƛǘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƭŀǿΤ 

ω {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳƻǾŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǳƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ 
to remedy the problem; 

ω {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ recognisedǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ΨŘŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǳƴŘŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎΩ ǇƻƻǊ ǿƘƻ 
needed to be dealt with differently, according to their needs;

ω ¢ƘŜ ΨŘŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎΩ ǇƻƻǊ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǇƻƻǊ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
poor in the parishes; the poor rate was compulsory and was to be paid by 
people in the parish; 

ω 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƳǎƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǘŜƴǘ ǇƻƻǊΤ ǘƘŜ ƛƭƭ 
would be admitted to a hospital, orphans to an orphanage;

ω {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀōƭŜ-bodied poor in Houses of Correction, 
early workhouses; 

ω {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǳƴŘŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎΩ ǇƻƻǊΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǊƻƎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƎŀōƻƴŘǎΣ 
continued to be punished; they were to be whipped and returned to their parish 
or if it was not known, then to a House of Correction;

ω {ƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀ realisationthat central government had a 
responsibility to help the poor;

ω wŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ǇƻƻǊ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ нлл ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
the measures introduced did go some way to contain the situation and provide 
social stability; it established a legal framework to deal with poverty

Did Elizabethan Poor Laws tackle poverty 
successfully?
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Rich Poor

Clothes

Jobs

Who was Bess of Hardwick?

Why was she significant in the Elizabethan era?

Causes of poverty in 
Elizabethan England

Explain 3 reasons why Elizabethans were so worried about 
poverty
Å

Å

Å

Who were the deserving poor?

Who were classified as undeserving poor?

What were JPs ordered to set up in 1576 to deal with the issue of 
poverty and crime?

List the key features of the 1601 Poor Law.
Å

Å

Å

Å

Å

Describe how Elizabeth dealt with vagabonds
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Key Qu- 3
What were the 

most popular types 
of entertainment in 
Elizabethan times?

You need to know about:
Å The importance of popular 

entertainment
Å Cruel sports
Å Entertainment enjoyed by the 

rich
Å The Elizabethan theatre; design, 

plays; attitudes towards the 
theatre.

See pages 28 - 35 

KEY VOCAB:
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Teasing/ 
tormenting

Baiting Heaven 
and hell

Trap doors in the 
roof and stage.Groundling

Jousting Master of 
Revels

Pit

Playwright 

Puritan

Responsible 
for censoring 

plays

Poor people 
sitting in the 

pit

A form of 
entertainment

Where the 
cheapest seats 

are

Someone who 
writes a play

Extreme 
Protestant-
opposed to 

theatre

White Anglo 
Saxon 

Protestants

Permission 
to perform

Licence
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Popular entertainment

Whilst the rich members of society in the Elizabethan era had plenty of free time to enjoy various activities, the poorest had to work six days a week. Sunday, which was a day 

for worship, and a few religious festivals and special days such as the harvest and May Day, were their only breaks from a life which was a daily struggle for most Elizabethans. 

Entertainment was extremely popular as it gave them a chance to forget about their hardships and enjoy themselves.

Hunting ð

Hunting remained popular throughout the 

Tudor period and was especially popular 

with the upper classes. The nobility owned 

vast lands and it was forbidden for anyone 

else to hunt on their lands.

Some nobles owned deer parks, which 

provided enough meat for their kitchens to 

serve venison on a regular basis. Large 

hunts were organised and attended by 

many nobles, where they would hunt stags, 

deer and hares, either on foot or on 

horseback.

Hawking ð

Hawking was a popular pastime amongst 

all classes. A falcon or a hawk would be 

trained to fly off the trainerõs arm and kill 

other animals. 

Bells were tied to the birdõs legs so their 

whereabouts could be tracked. The 

upper classes often used peregrine 

falcons, whilst the lower classes had to 

make do with sparrow hawks or kestrels.

Archeryð

Archery was another pastime which 

remained popular amongst men 

throughout the Tudor period, including 

Elizabethõs reign. 

The most popular bow was a longbow, 

though crossbows were also used in 

England at this time. 

Every man over the age of 24 was expected 

to take part in archery sessions each Sunday 

(after church of course), in case they were 

needed to fight for their country if there 

was a foreign invasion.

Dancingð

The lower classes enjoyed traditional 

country dances as a form of 

entertainment. 

The upper classes could afford to pay 

dancers to visit their homes, sometimes 

even dancers from other countries. 

Foreign dances were popular at the time, 

such as the galliard and the gavotte. 

Another European dance was the volta, 

though this was considered too wild by 

some as it involved ladies having to jump 

into the air. Queen Elizabeth herself 

enjoyed watching dancers and was said 

to be a very good dancer herself.



Medieval Early Modern Industrial 20th century and beyond

1066 1500 1750 1900 2000

Key Question 3- What were the most popular types of entertainment in Elizabethan times?

27

Popular entertainment

Cruel Sports
Å Bearand Bull baiting (shown in the above illustrations) were a popular

forms of entertainment for all classes in society.
Å They attracted large audiences and were held regularly in arenaseg: 

Ψ.ŜŀǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΩ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ мΣллл ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ 
built like theatres

Å Bear-baiting and bull-baiting were similar. The animal would be tied or 
chained to a post in the centreof the arena, so everyone in the 
audience could see. Dogs would then be set loose to attack the animal. 
Spectators could place bets on which dog would last the longest, or 
whether the bear or bull would survive. Bull-baiting would have been 
the more common in England and Wales, as it was difficult to obtain a 
bear.

Å Cockfightingwas also popular. May towns had cockfighting pits. 
Sometimes they would put several birds in the ring to see which one 
would survive.

Å People would place bets on the outcome of the fight. Some people used 
this as an opportunity to make money or do business deals.

Å Public execution was always well attended.
Å {ƻƳŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƭȅ ƛƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƪŜǇǘ ŀǎ ΨƛƴǎŀƴŜΩ 

and watched their behaviour for fun. 

Music and Singing ðSinging was one form of entertainment 

which was popular with both the upper and the lower classes. 

The upper classes could afford to pay singers to visit their home 

and entertain them. 

The lower classes sang songs at home with their families, as well 

as in the local inn or tavern. Many of the upper classes also 

played musical instruments such as the viol, the lute or the 

recorder. Some of the English composers of the time, such as 

Byrd, Morley and Tallis, were known throughout Europe.

Ball gamesðThe game of tennis was popular among the nobility. 

The game was a little different to how we play today, though it 

was usually played by two people. It was often played in a closed 

court and it was possible to play using the palm of your hand 

instead of a racket. The ball was usually made from hair and 

there were three ôgoalsõ situated above the court which could be 

used for additional scoring.

Bowls was popular with the upper classes, and was similar to our 

modern day version. An alternative for the lower classes was 

skittles, which was also quite popular.

Football was another popular sport. Again, it was played very 

differently to how the game is played today. There was no limit 

to the number of players who could participate. There were very 

few rules, meaning that it was a much more violent version of the 

game. 

Many players were seriously injured and there was even the 

occasional death! There were no goals; the winner was the team 

who could carry the ball over their finishing line (usually in their 

village) by whatever means, which meant that fighting often 

broke out between players.

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://graceelliot-author.blogspot.com/2014/05/18th-century-pastimes-animal-baiting.html&ei=OsGAVPW5G4KrPMLegLAF&bvm=bv.80642063,d.ZWU&psig=AFQjCNExnTfqGksYyk99BYKcoBlgTTzcOg&ust=1417810554398068
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Development of Elizabethan theatres

When Elizabeth ascended the throne in 1558, there was not a single theatre in 

the whole country. By the time of her death in 1603, there were numerous 

theatres in London and other cities, and attending plays had become one of the 

most popular pastimes.

2

4
5

Å No theatres in 1558 when Elizabeth became Queen
Å By the end of her reign there were many theatres in London and in 

towns.
Å It was a popular form of entertainment 

1

3

The first 
theatres

Å The first purpose built 
theatre was built in 1576 by 
James Burbage (actor-
owner)-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜΩ

Å Other popular theatres in 
London included the Globe, 
the Swan and the Rose.

No roof
Daylight hours 

for 
performances

Flag flown to 
show type of 

play- egBlack= 
tragedy

Groundlings-
poorest tickets-

standing in 
front of stage

Galleries-
covered 
seating

Limited 
scenery on 

stage-
characters 

would have to 
describe

Trap door on 
stage- down to 

ΨƘŜƭƭΩ

Female 
characters 

played by men
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Attitudes to the theatre

The rapid growth of the theatre during the Elizabethan era divided societies in the places where permanent theatres were built. There were many who enjoyed visiting the 

theatres immensely but there were also many who opposed their development, with some even campaigning to have them closed down!

Support
Å Popular
Å Cheap entertainment
Å All classes in society
Å Chance for poor to forget daily 

hardships
Å Queen liked the theatre
Å Plays had gripping storylines, 

interesting characters and heroes
Å Plays had a message of loyalty, 

obedience sometimes anti-
Spanish when the relationship 
between Spain and England was 
at its worst (An example of this is 
the anti-Catholic playA Larum for 
Londonwhich portrayed Spanish 
Catholics murdering Protestants in 
Antwerp)

Å Attended by Queen Elizabeth 
herself

Opposition
Å [ƻƴŘƻƴ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƻǊǊƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭŀǿ ŀƴŘ ƻǊŘŜǊ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 

growing population
Å Fear that could help spread disease and were places where prostitutes and 

pickpockets operated causing problems for the authorities trying to keep law and 
order. 

Å Could also be used as bear/bull baiting pits; therefore concerns about gambling
Å The theatres only managed to stay open because they were outside the power of the 

City of London authorities who would have closed them down
Å Diseases could spread
Å Distracted people from the importance of religion

Opposition from religious groups

Å Strongest opposition from Puritans 
Å .ŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ΨǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭΩ
Å They believed that plays lacked morals and were too rude and coarse.

Source C

Look upon the common plays in London, and see the multitude that flocketh to them. Look at 

the expensive theatre houses, a monument to Londonõs extravagance and foolishness. I 

understand that they are now forbidden because of the plague. I like this well, for a disease is 

only patched up if the cause is not cured. The cause of plagues is sin and the cause of sin is 

plays- therefore the cause of plagues are plays.

Extract from a sermon by Thomas White, a Puritan minister in 1578.

Source B

Great disorders and inconveniences have affected this city by the great multitudes [crowds] of people, 

especially youths, who go to plays and shows- especially quarrels and fights; drunkenness in inns which 

have open stages and galleries adjoining them; withdrawing of the Queenõs subjects from church 

services on Sundays and holidays when plays are performed; the waste of money by poor persons; 

various robberies by picking and cutting of purses.

Extract from a document by the Council of the City of London, December 1574.

Source A

Plays are very necessaryê [In] the afternoon, being the idlest time 

of day, menê divide into gaming, drinking, or seeing a play: is it 

not better that they should see a play?... Most plays show the ill-

success of treason, the fall of hasty climbers, the wretched end of 

usurpers, the misery of civil war and how God is evermore 

punishing murder.

Thomas Nashe (the playwright), Pierce Penilesse, 1592.

By end of 16th

century theatres 
were not allowed 
to be built within 

the city walls



Describe three key features of Elizabethan theatres.  
Å

Å

Å

Name two significant Elizabethan  
playwrights.

1.
2. 
Name two important 
Elizabethan actors.
1.
2.
Name two Elizabethan 
Theatres
1.
2.

What was the trap door on stage for?

Why was a flag flown form the top of the 
theatre?

Why did a trumpet sound several times 
before the start of a play?

How did they overcome the problem 
of  having no lighting?

Who opposed the theatre?

Why?

Where were most of the theatres 
situated? 

Who went to the theatre?

²Ƙƻ ǿŜǊŜ ΨDǊƻǳƴŘƭƛƴƎǎΩΚ ²Ƙȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ 
given that name?

What was introduced in 1572 to try 
to control acting/plays?

What 3 types of entertainment are 
shown above?

Draw 3 pictures showing 3 other types of 
entertainment enjoyed by rich Elizabethans.

Rich & Entertainment

Poor & Entertainment

What 3 types of entertainment are shown 
above?

Draw 3 pictures showing 3 other types of 
entertainment enjoyed by rich Elizabethans.

Unit 1b: Elizabethan Age 1558 ς1603.Key Question 3. What were the most popular types of entertainment in Elizabethan times?

Explain how did the theatre developed across the 
Elizabethan age?
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Key Qu- 4

How successfully did 
Elizabeth deal with 

the problem of 
religion?

You need to know about:
Å Religious problems in 1559
Å Aims of the Religious 

Settlement
Å ¢ƘŜ ΨaƛŘŘƭŜ ²ŀȅΩ 
Å Acts of Supremacy and 

Uniformity
Å Reactions to the Settlement
See pages 36 - 43 31

KEY VOCAB:

Name given to 
the Church of 

England

Anglican Protestant

Someone who 
rejects the 

authority of the 
Pope

Catholic

Puritan
Supreme 
Governor

Uniformity

Vestments

Via media

Elizabeth = 
leader of 
Anglican 
Church

Christians 
whose 

religious 
leader is the 

Pope
Extreme 

Protestant

Church 
services were 
all the same

Clothes to be 
worn by priests

Latin meaning 
Middle Way

White Anglo 
Saxon 

Protestants

Someone who 
refused to go 
to Church ς

usually a 
Catholic in 
Elizabethan 

times

Recusant
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Religious problems in 1559

1) Elizabeth was a Protestant and could not 

restore the Popeõs authority as head of the 

church.

2) She inherited a country who had seen 

constant changes in religion- Henry VIII had 

begun the changes by declaring England no 

longer Catholic but Protestant. Edward VI had 

made the country even more Protestant and 

exiled many Catholic priests. Mary I (Bloody 

Mary) had just been Queen before Elizabeth and 

had  declared England a Roman Catholic country 

even persecuting those who refused and wanted 

to practise in the Protestant way.

3) Powerful countries such as Spain and France 

were Catholic ðthis could mean an expensive 

war.

4) Rebellions had been caused by religious 

changes during the reigns of her father, brother 

and sister.

5) Most people in the country were Catholic.

6) Most members of her Privy Council were 

Protestants.

7) Many Catholics supported Mary Queen of 

Scots and wanted her to replace Elizabeth.

8) Elizabeth did not want to see religious 

persecution like the burnings carried out by 

Mary; she wanted the country to be united.

9) Elizabeth needed a Religious Settlement that 

everyone would accept.

What were the different religious beliefs in 1559?
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Religious Settlement 1559

Elizabethõs Religious Settlement is often referred to as a ôvia mediaõ or ômiddle wayõ. She attempted to take elements from both the 

Catholic and the Protestant faith and ease the religious tensions which had existed for 25 years. The influence of important 

Protestant government officials and MPs meant that the Settlement was possibly more Protestant than Elizabeth would have hoped 

for.

The Elizabethan Religious Settlement was made up of two main acts ðthe Act of Supremacy and the Act of Uniformity.

The ômiddle wayõ was intended to reflect the beliefs 

of both Catholics and Protestants. Elizabeth decided 

to:

Åmake Protestantism the official religion

Åintroduce a new prayer book, English Bibles and simpler 

churches, like her brother Edwardõs changes

Åallow priests to marry

Årefuse to adopt the beliefs of Puritans

Åkeep some aspects of the Catholic church, such as the use 

of archbishops and bishops to help her govern

Åkeep cathedrals and allow churches to continue using 

crosses and candles

Åallow priests to continue wearing coloured vestments

Åfine but not prosecute Catholics for not attending church.

To ensure the Acts of Supremacy and Uniformity were followed Elizabeth introduced:
Royal Injunctions 1559 ςset of rules that made sure there was uniformity in worship. Condemned 
Catholic practices, recusants fined, license to preach and denounce the authority of the Pope.

Visitations ς125 commissioners went around the country checking that the clergy had sworn the oath 
of loyalty and the new rules were being followed.

Act of Exchange  1559 - This made sure that the Queen  had control of the finances of the Church as it 
made sure that she could seize Church land. This meant that the church would be less able to finance 
rebellions against her.

Thirty-Nine Articles 1563 - formally set out the key elements of the Protestant faith
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Reactions to the Religious Settlement 1559

As we know, Elizabethõsintention with her Religious Settlement was to make it acceptable to as many people as possible, in England. In the 1560s, this seems to have been

the case.

Reaction from 

abroad

Å During the early 1560s, the
FrenchCivil War, also called the
French Wars of Religion, broke
out. Theselasted until 1598 and
were mainly causedby conflicts
between the Protestants and
Catholics. Thismeant that France
was too busy solving its own
religious problems to worry too
muchabout religionin England.

Å King Philip II of Spain did not
initially criticise the settlement.
Hehopedto maintaina friendship
with Elizabeth and thought she
might change her mind and
overturn the changesin time.

Å ThetƻǇŜΩǎreactionwassimilarto
that of Spain. He alsohoped that
the changes would not be
permanent and did not initially
criticise9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎΨƳƛŘŘƭŜǿŀȅΩ.

Å Bythe 1570s and1580s,attitudes
towards the ReligiousSettlement
had hardened. The Pope and
Philipof Spainhad initially hoped
Elizabethmight overturn someof
the changes in time, but they
beganto realisethat this wasnot
goingto happen.

Å A less tolerant attitude emerged
after the endingof the Councilof
Trent which was where leading
Catholic clergy met to discuss
future of the Church which
startedin 1545.

Å The council sessions were
completed in 1563, producing a
seriesof Catholicdecreesagainst
Protestantism. Some of the
council even called for Elizabeth
to be excommunicatedfrom the
Church.

Å Thisled to a seriesof plots 1570s
and 1580s to overthrow Elizabeth
and the Protestant faith. Spain
and the Pope were involved in
most of the plots, and9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ
life and Protestantismin England
werethreatened.

Reaction from home
Å NewArchbishopof Canterbury,Matthew Parker,wasamoderateProtestantandcommandedrespect.
Å Most of the clergytook the oath. Lessthan 3%refusedto acceptthe changesandlost their jobs.
Å Majority of devoutCatholicsfromaŀǊȅΩǎreignresignedandwerereplacedby Protestants.
Å ReactionamongstmostCatholicsandProtestantswasmuted.
Å Finesfor rescusancywerenot strictly enforced.
Å Oppositionto partsof the Settlementcamelater in her reign(egtǳǊƛǘŀƴΩǎandVestmentContronversy)

Change in attitude 
from Catholics after 

1563

Matthew 
Parker

So how successful was Elizabeth in dealing with 
religion?



What religion was Queen Elizabeth I?

Why was there a risk of Civil War in 
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ 
accession in 1558?

Catholic v. Protestant

Draw some pictures or make a list of the differences between Catholics and Protestant beliefs.Key Words
Supreme Governor -
Uniformity ς
Recusancyς
Heresy ς
Catholic ς
Protestant ς
Puritan ς
Vestments ς
Clergy -

What did the Act of Supremacy state?

What did the Act of Uniformity state?

How did the Royal Injunctions help enforce these acts?

Why is the Religious Settlement described as the Middle Way?

Give examples of aspects 
of the Religious 
Settlement which 
pleased/angered the 
Catholics, Protestants & 
Puritans

Catholic Protestants Puritans

Unit 1b: Elizabethan Age 1558 ς1603.Key Question 4. How successfully di Elizabeth deal with the problem of religion?
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What was the reaction from home and abroad to the Religious Settlement?



Key Qu- 5
Why were the 

Catholics such a 
serious threat to 

Elizabeth?

You need to know about:
Å Early toleration
Å Excommunication in 1570
Å Recusancy
Å Rebellion of Northern Earls
Å Catholic Plots ςRidolfi, 

Throckmorton, Babington
Å Role of Mary, Queen of Scots
See pages 44 - 52 36

KEY VOCAB:

Representative 
of another 

country

Ambassador
Excommunication

Expelled from 
Catholic church 
and believed 

would not go to 
heaven

Divine Right of 
Kings

Jesuits
Mary Queen 

of Scots

Pope

Treason

Depose

Figurehead for 
catholic plots

Monarch 
appointed by 

and 
answerable 
only to God

Roman Catholic 
priests who 

belong to the 
Ψ{ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ

Head of the 
Catholic 
Church

Crime against the 
monarch/country

Overthrow/Get 
rid of

White Anglo 
Saxon 

Protestants

Someone who 
refused to go 
to Church ς

usually a 
Catholic in 
Elizabethan 

times

Recusant
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Early toleration

Elizabeth had been shocked by the amount of opposition her

religious changes had faced from some Catholic nobles in the

House of Lords. As a result, she decided to tread very carefully in

the first years after her Religious Settlement was passed.

Protestantism was not strictly enforced, there was no persecution

of heretics like in the reign of Elizabethõshalf-sister, Mary I. Even

fines for recusancywere not always imposed.

Elizabeth felt she had to be very careful because:

Åshe had realised that a huge part (possibly even the majority) of

the population were still Catholic at heart

Åshe feared that powerful Catholic nobles, especially in the north of

England,could attempt to overthrow her

Åshe was worried that some of the powerful Catholic countries in

Europe would try to intervene if they thought other Catholics were

being persecuted.

Elizabethõsgradual approach to introducing the Religious

Settlement lasted until the late 1560s, when events forced her to

abandon her early policy of toleration and enforce her religious

changes more forcibly.

Recusancy
Å Recusants = people who refused to attend Anglican Church 

services
Å 1568 William Allen set up training college to train Priests as 

missionaries to England. Aim ςre-establish Catholic faith, 
even if meant becoming a martyr 

Å After 1574 Seminary priests were being smuggled into 
England. Jesuits Priests arrived in disguise ready to hold 
mass and spread the message against Elizabeth.

Å 1581 Elizabeth increased fines to £20 and treasonable 
offence for anyone trying to convert someone to the 
Catholic faith

Å 438 Seminary Priests sent to England.

Å 1585 Act of Parliament ordered all Jesuits and Seminary 
Priests to leave England or face death. Anyone found hiding 
priest could also be sentenced to death

Å 1593 an Act of Parliament was passed forbidding Catholics 
meeting together and confined Catholics within a 8km 
radius of their homes.

Recusant threats
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Elizabethõs response to the Papal Bull
Elizabethõs response to her excommunication was swift. She passed a 

new Treason act in Parliament in 1571 . This new act meant that it was 

now:

Åtreasonable to declare Elizabeth was not the rightful Queen

Åtreasonable to produce any Papal Bull

Åpossible to legally confiscate the property of any Catholics who had 

fled abroad from England if they did not return in twelve months.

Elizabeth increased control in the North with a ôCouncil of the Northõ 

led by a Puritan. Despite this, some Catholics became more radical in 

their opposition to Elizabeth and her ômiddle wayõ.
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Rebellion of the Northern Earls 1569

The arrival in England of Mary, Queen of Scots in 1568 meant that Catholics were given fresh hope of restoring their religionat the 

expense of Elizabethõs Religious Settlement. Many Catholics knew that if they could overthrow Elizabeth, they could replace her with 

Mary, who would restore the Roman Catholic faith.

Aims of the rebellion
Å Release Mary Queen of Scots from 

house arrest.
Å Marry Mary to Duke of Norfolk 

(Elizabeth found out about the 
marriage. Norfolk begged for 
forgiveness, Norfolk was sent to the 
tower)

Å Capture the North of England
Å Depose Elizabeth and replace her 

with Mary
Å Restore Catholicism

What happened?
Å Leaders Earls of Northumberland & 

Westmoreland.
Å November 1569 4,600 marched on Durham 

Cathedral, held a Catholic mass and tore up 
English prayer books.

Å Marched south to Bramham Moor. Gave up 
the idea of a siege at York and retreated North 
when they heard of the advance of the 
vǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŀǊƳȅΦ

Å January 1570 the two earls escaped to 
Scotland.

Consequences
Å Northumberland was captured, tried for treason and 

beheaded at York
Å Westmoreland escaped
Å Duke of Norfolk was pardoned
Å улл ǊŜōŜƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘΩǎ ǊǳƭŜ
Å Plot failed because it was badly planned, lacked support 

for replacing Elizabeth with a Catholic monarch
Å Aid from the Spanish Ambassador De Spesdid not 

happen. Philip believed Mary would support France 
rather than Spain if she became Queen so was reluctant 
to send help

Why did the rebellion fail?
Papal Bull of Excommunication 1570

Pope Pius V issued a Papal Bull,Regnansin Excelsis, in February 1570. This 

meant that Elizabeth wasexcommunicated from the Roman Catholic Church.

Why did the Pope 

excommunicate Elizabeth?

Elizabeth was not the 

rightful Queen of England 

and had taken the title of 

Head of the Church 

unlawfully.

Elizabeth has ruined the 

country by re-establishing 

Protestantism after Mary Iõs 

return to Catholicism.

Elizabeth is not a Christian 

and favours others who 

arenõt Catholic. Claimed she 

was a heretic.

What did the Papal Bull encourage Catholics to do?
The Pope is encouraging everyone to turn their back on Elizabeth. The 

people of England ðincluding the powerful nobles ðshould not adhere 

to her laws, and thereby not follow her Religious Settlement.

!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴΧ
If the Pope had issued this before the rebellion it would have given 

the rebellion much needed foreign support
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Catholic plots

Why did Elizabeth not want to 
execute MQS after Ridolfi plot??
Å She did not want to execute her 

own cousin
Å She did not want to execute an 

heir to the throne
Å She believed that executing 

another Queen went against God
Å There was no concrete proof that 

Mary had been involved in either 
ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 9ŀǊƭǎΩ ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴ ƻǊ 
the Ridolfi Plot

Å executing Mary could result in an 
invasion from Spain or France

Å executing Mary would mean many 
Catholics in England turning 
against Elizabeth, and possibly 
rebelling.

1571

(Robert 
Ridolfi 
was an 
Italian 
banker)

1583-4

(Francis 
Throckmort
on was in 
the Privy 
Council)

1586

Anthony 
Babington 
was an 
English 
gentleman)

Elizabeth eventually signs death warrant in 
1587

Å Armed with evidence Walsingham persuaded 
Elizabeth to put MQS on trail. 

Å MQS was moved to FotheringayCastle and 
tried in October 1586. She was found guilty but 
Elizabeth refused to sign her death warrant.

Å Elizabeth finally agreed in 1587. She refused to 
release the paperwork but Walsingham went 
behind her back and persuaded her secretary  
William Davison to get the document.

Å Davison passed the signed document to 
Fotheringayand MQS was executed.

Å Elizabeth was furious and Davison was sent to 
the tower.

Involvement 
from some 
Scottish Jesuits.
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Role of Mary, Queen of Scots

Background- who was Mary, Queen of Scots and why did 
she arrive in England in 1568?

Mary, Queenof Scots,becamequeenasan infant after her father, JamesV,
died in 1542. Her mother actedas regent during her early years. At agesix,
Mary wassent to Francefor a CatholiceducationandmarriedPrinceFrancis,
who becameKingFrancisII. After his death, she returned to Scotlandand
marriedHenryStuart,LordDarnley. Themarriagewastroubled, andDarnley,
jealousand violent, believedMary was havingan affair with her secretary,
DavidRizzio,whomhe andhisfriendsmurderedin 1566.

Mary then grew closeto JamesHepburn,the Earlof Bothwell. After Darnley
wasmysteriouslykilled in 1567, Bothwell wasacquitted of the murder, and
he married Mary shortly after. This marriage outraged Protestant lords,
leadingto a rebellionthat forcedMary to abdicatein favor of her son,James
VI. Shefled to Englandseekingthe protectionof her cousin,ElizabethI.

What 
should 

Elizabeth 
do?

Allow MQS 
to stay in 

prison

Allow MQS 
to go back 
to France Allow MQS 

to stay as 
heir to the 

throne

Help MQS 
regain her 
throne in 
Scotland

Execute 
Mary

Send MQS 
back to 
Scotland

As we have seen on the previous page, Mary went on to be linked to the Ridolfi, 

Throckmorton and Babington plots to overthrow Elizabeth.

Mary, Queen of Scots execution 1587
Mary, Queen of Scots death mask

After the execution of Mary, Queen of Scots 1587

When Mary, Queen of Scots was executed, a large threat to Elizabeth came to an 

end. Elizabeth, however, would still have been concerned about the potential 

backlash Maryõs death would have.

In reality, the consequences were initially not as bad as she had feared.

Å France were wary of the might of Spain, and were keen to keep England as their 

ally, even after Maryõs execution. 

Å Spain were already at war with England due to events in the Netherlands. 

Å James VI of Scotland was an heir to Elizabethõs throne, so he took no action, 

despite the fact she had executed his mother. 

Å English Catholics remained loyal to Elizabeth, and no other plots came to light.

Elizabeth chose to 
hold her captive for 
nearly 20 years


