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Welcome 





Changing times! 



Qualifications 

• New GCSEs  

• Maths and English – introduced Sep 2015 

• Most other subjects – introduced Sep 2016 

• Linear courses – examined at the end of 

the course (no modules) 

• Less controlled assessment 

• No tiers for exams (except Maths) 

• No resits in November for Maths & English 

• New grade structure: Grades 1-9, not A*-G 

 

 

 



GCSE grades and numbers 

Old New 

A* 
9 

8 

A 7 

B 6 

5 

C 
4 

D 3 

E 
2 

F 

1 
G 

U 0 



Assessment and progress 
• Wadebridge School levels in Year 8  

• GCSE grades (9 – 1) in Years 9 – 11. 

 

Progress 

 KS2 average of level 3. 

Target grades 4 and 

above. 



Assessment and progress 
• Wadebridge School levels in Year 9 (except in English, 

Maths, Science & EPR) 

• GCSE grades (9 – 1) in Year 10 – 11 

 
Progress 

 KS2 average of level 4. 

Target grades 5 and 

above. 



Assessment and progress 
• Wadebridge School levels in Year 9 (except in English, 

Maths, Science & EPR) 

• GCSE grades (9 – 1) in Year 10 – 11 

 
Progress 

 KS2 average of level 5+. 

Target grades 6 and 

above. 



New Performance Measures 

Was Will Be 

 

 

5 GCSEs at A*-C (inc. Eng & Maths) 

Attainment 8 
 

Average Point Score across Best 8 

GCSEs  
 

• Eng & Maths  

• Sci + Hi, or Gg, or a Language  

• 3 other GCSEs / BTECs 

 

Progress 8 
 

Progress between the end of 

primary and the end of 

secondary school 
 

Based on difference between 

SATs & Attainment 8 



Curriculum Challenge 

• How do we provide more teaching time for 

new GCSEs with increased content and 

‘more rigorous’ assessment? 



• OPTION 1  

 

• Reduce the number of optional subjects 

pupils study in Key Stage Four from 4 to 3 

 

• Use the time released to increase teaching 

time for the Core Subjects  

 

 

Curriculum Challenge 



Curriculum Challenge 

• OPTION 2  
 

• Start GCSEs in Year 9  
 

• Maintain 4 optional subjects at Key Stage 

Four, but spaced over 3 years 
 

• By spacing options over 3 years, increase 

total teaching time for Options and Core 

Subjects 

 

 



Year 8: Options Timeline 2015/16 

DATE EVENT  

Jan – Feb half term 
14-19 Choices & Careers in PSHE (careers)  

& Tutor time (option choices and process)  

February Yr8 Report / Progress Check, Options booklet and letter  

February    
Parents invited make bookings for individual option consultation 

interviews with Senior Staff 

February / March 
Individual option consultation interviews for students and parents with 

senior staff 

March Year 8 Consultation and Options Evening 

March (Easter) Deadline for return of Option Preference Forms to School  

suewillmott@crossroadscareers.co.uk 

 

mailto:suewillmott@crossroadscareers.co.uk




November Progress check 

December Tutor reviews 

January  Careers Show 

February  Reports 

   KS4 options interviews 

March  Parents’ consultation evening 

   Options deadline 

June   Year 8 camp 

 

The year ahead 



 


