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Terms 1 - 3 Key Questions - content

Year 9 USA: a nation of contrasts 
1910 – 1929

Key Question 1: Immigration - Why did immigration become such a major issue in 
American society?
Key Question 2: Religion and race - Was America a country of religious and racial 
intolerance? 
Key Question 3: Crime and Corruption 
Key Question 4: Economic boom - What were the causes of the economic boom?
Key Question 5: Economic bust - What factors led to the end of prosperity in 1929?
Key Question 6: Popular entertainment- How did popular entertainment develop? 
Key Question 7: Role of women - How did the lifestyle and status of women change?

Year 9 Changes in Health and 
Medicine c500 – to the 
present day

Key Question 1: Causes of Illness and disease
Key Question 2: Attempts to prevent illness and disease
Key Question 3: Attempts to treat and cure illness and disease
Key Question 4: Advances in medical knowledge
Key Question 5: Developments in patient care
Key Question 6: Developments in public health and welfare over time 

Historic Environment Studies: 
Either: The Village of Eyam during the Great Plague of 1665 - 1666
Or: The British Sector of the Western Front 1914 – 1918 and treatment and care of the 
wounded
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Terms 1 - 3 Key Questions - content

Year 10 Elizabethan England 
1558 - 1603

Key Question 1: How successful was the Government of Elizabeth I? 
Key Question 2: How did life differ for rich and poor in Elizabethan England? 
Key Question 3: What were popular types of Entertainment in Elizabethan Times?
Key Question 4: How successfully did Elizabeth deal with the problem of religion?
Key Question 5: Why were the Catholics such a serious threat to Elizabeth? 
Key Question 6: How much of a threat was the Spanish Armada? 
Key Question 7: Why did the Puritans become an increasing threat during Elizabeth’s   

reign? 

Year 10
Year 11
(half 
term 1)

Germany 1919 – 1991 Key Question 1: How successful were the Weimar government in dealing with 
Germany’s problems between 1919 and 1933?

Key Question 2: How did the Nazis take total control of Germany by 1934? 
Key Question 3: How were the lives of German people affected by Nazi rule between 

1933 and 1939?
Key Question 4: Why did life change for German people during the Second World war?
Key Question 5: Why were conditions in East and West Germany different after 1949? 
Key Question 6: how did relations between the two Germanies change between 1949 

and 1991? 
Key Question 7: What factors led to the reunification of Germany in 1990?
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Trial Exams Notes

Year 9 USA: a nation of contrasts 1910 –
1929

Year 9 Trial exam on USA: a nation of contrasts 1910 – 1929
Time allocated 1 hour 30 mins (length of paper + 30 extra minutes)
Exam paper to be taken release on Classcharts in advance
Preparation lessons allowed

Year 10 Changes in Health and Medicine c500 
– to the present day

Year 10 Trial exam on Changes in Health and Medicine c500 – to the 
present day
Time allocated 1 hour 45 mins (length of paper + 30 extra minutes)
Main themes of the exam paper to be taken released on Classcharts
in advance
Preparation lessons allowed

Year 11 Elizabethan England 1558 - 1603

Germany 1919 – 1991

Year 11 Trial exam 1 on Elizabethan England 1558 – 1603
Time allocated 1 hour (length of paper)
Main themes of the exam paper to be taken released on Classcharts
in advance
Year 11 Trial exam 2 on Germany 1919 – 1991
Time allocated 45 mins (length of paper)
Sight unseen, no advance warning
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Year 11 GCSE Exams WJEC Eduqas GCSE (9-1) in HISTORY (QAN: 601/8239/8)

Year 9 USA: a nation of contrasts 1910 – 1929 Time allocated 1 hour
Source based and long answer questions
5 questions: each question applies to one key question on the syllabus 
with one missed out each year.
SPaG mark applied to Question 5 only

Year 10 Changes in Health and Medicine c500 
– to the present day

Time allocated 1 hour 15mins
Source based and long answer questions
7 questions in total
5 questions: each question applies to one key question on the syllabus 
with one missed out each year.
2 questions applied to Historic environment study (this study changes 
topic every 2 years)  No SPaG mark applied

Year 11 Elizabethan England 1558 - 1603 Time allocated 1 hour
Source based and long answer questions
5 questions: each question applies to one key question on the syllabus 
with one missed out each year.
SPaG mark applied to Question 5 only

Germany 1919 – 1991 Time allocated 45 minutes
No sources used on exam paper
5 questions: each question applies to one key question on the syllabus 
with one missed out each year.
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